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BUDGET SPEECH 


THE HON. E. W. HINMAN 





Mr. Speaker: 


It is my privilege for the first time to move that you do now 
leave the Chair and that this Assembly resolve itself into a Committee 
of Supply for the consideration of sums to be granted to Her Majesty. 


In exercising this privilege I assure you, Mr. Speaker, that I am 
fully aware, not only of the honour conferred upon me in my 
appointment as Provincial Treasurer of this Province, but also of the 
responsibilities that attach to the administration of its financial 
affairs. 


The year just past has recorded a continuation of the buoyant 
economy of our Province beyond the most optimistic hopes of 
most of us. Our natural resources have contributed lavishly to our 
economic well being. Industrial expansion has continued at a pace 
which speaks eloquently of the confidence of enterprising business- 
men in the future of our province. Employment has been high; 
labour management relations have remained exceptionally good; retail 
trade has continued active; our population has increased more rapid- 
ly than ever. Only in our mounting surpluses of agricultural products 
with greater and greater marketing problems and in the increase in 
instalment buying has there been any indication of a levelling off 
of the rising economy we have enjoyed for more than ten years. 


The good fortune of Alberta has been reflected in our increased 
revenues accompanied by need for greater expenditures in every 
branch of the government. 


Our municipalities have been made amply aware that such 
encouraging progress has attendant problems. The honest efforts 
of our local governments to discharge their responsibilities in the face 
of population pressures and the need for expanded facilities have 
been gratifying. The Government has recognized the progressive 
inadequacy of ordinary sources of revenue assigned to municipalities 
and has steadily increased its aid by way of grants for operating 
expenditures and loans for capital investment purposes. 


The Government has earnestly striven to implement fiscal 
policies which provide the highest possible standards of service to 
our people without endangering the orderly development of our 
province and the fair distribution of our prosperity. 


The Budget I am presenting to you tonight reflects the confidence 
of the Government in the ability of our people to maintain our 
economic progress through another year. It reflects too, some measure 
of caution in the degree to which we feel it safe to subscribe to 
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expenditure policies which must, by their nature, call for pyramiding 
costs year after year, whether or not there may be correspondingly 
increased revenue. 


It is estimated that over-all revenues for the next fiscal year 
will total $208,760,610, an increase of $31,319,095 over last year’s 
total of $177,441,515. 


Expenditures, exclusive of statutory provisions, are estimated at 
$192,521,585 which is an increase of $12,558,518 over last year’s total 
of $179,963,072. \ 


Statutory provisions for loans will amount to $49,900,000, making 
total estimated expenditures of $242,421,585, and representing an 
increase of $19,458,518 over last year’s record total of $222,963,072. 
You will note also that in order to provide for estimated expenditures, 
it will be necessary to draw on accumulated surpluses from previous 
years, an amount of $33,660,975. 


It is interesting to note, Mr. Speaker, that total expenditures © 
estimated at $242,421,585 represent an expenditure of approximately 
$227.41 for each and every citizen of the Province. 


As hag been done in former years, I have prepared an informative 
summary showing the allocation of expenditures to each of the major 
services: 


HINMAN 


W. 


E. 


THE HON. 








-aS.INQUIISYy : sSo'] 


LG-9S6T SHYOLIGNGdXd GALVWILSA TVLOL 





























%00°00T C8S‘ ler 2re$ CCPrP99') ¢ 0F0°980‘0Sz$ O9T' FES ‘OTS 088‘ISS‘6eTs oveees ssnneereensseesses: sesseeeesevensesseeerncesssescansssesenpereasssscsees: earecconnees rene aereereerreses LS-9S6L La9qana IVLOL 
%8s"oz 000‘006‘6P $ oveececeoscccesoceccese . 000‘006‘6F $ 000‘006‘6FS Crcccccececescccecerecss: aseeceecocereveessesces seneeesuseesesenenenen ee enenesonsensseeans OhOReeenens SRSCORERESSRESESDERESE SS eEeeneneneee LS-9S61 SNVOI IVLOL 
L3: 000‘006 Senne renner eenee: eeeeees . 000'006 000 ‘006 OUSODAeeeeoesaeeesOOeehOEne eee ee ee OEE ETHHEEESS SORE HEEE EE SEEEDEHESTSSOOOOO® pun, BUIA[OANY suvo'y S.lopveseuloyy 
Go'T 000‘000‘F 000‘000'F 000‘000‘F Oe enna neasoneneresonresseressenes iseenmnnnerranesenen essa eecenmes: eaneeeees pun BUTA[OAVY UWOTPVIYIAPI[D [eany 
CET 090‘000‘ZI 000‘000‘2T 000‘000‘ZT ” a eeseeseseesseceesessenctoesres soreveesoeee suvo'y uorjON.az4suoD jooyos 
Igor o00‘000’¢g. 000‘000'¢z 000°000°¢g nes puny suvoy oinjyipuedxg [eyidep jedrorunyy 
o4 408° ¢ 000‘000‘8 $ ecccrevecveconcccsseccee 000‘000‘8 g 000‘000‘S $ coccceceeccessereeccsess souoyde[ay, qUSUIU.I8A0) ByIeq Vy 


SNVOT AYOLOALVILS 





Lk k.e.ew aaa 














Wer oh G8S‘12S‘Z6r$ CCP T99'L $ OF0‘98T‘00Zz$ 09T‘F29‘098 ORs‘ TEs‘6eIgs eessnsesecesesseveseoosessesecsse eenoesnaooesessenescesosescessensessesseserecessonesoessecesenes - 16-9961 SHLVWILSA IVLOL 
$8‘FZ 018°886‘'8S Aenenesvenrennenesanens: 5 018°886'8E COZ‘ F69 ‘ZF 699‘'F6E ‘91 oeseseeraccssvnsessoscnses aneeeeseneovewsenssennnenenenensssomseunns seceeameneneeenesenseneeseenes speoy qoLIysSIq, pue sAVMYSIT 
eL° OSS*LLL‘T OSS*LLL'T 00S‘F9T OSs‘S19‘T sevseessoeessenssesses avveeesseesensensenseesens coonseeeeneessseess aeesenresseenseesserseneeerenteteerensensenes ereceenoessee S[VIsUl], pus Soul 
PLT O1L8‘OI2'F O18‘012'F 000° eI OI8‘L6L'F revnscceerenssesenvorensensceneeuess esercecesseessenseveceacereserenssereracees eopecesecosensseeonensosensesecossocererens covers sjsol0gq puv spur] 
83° OSFOFT‘Z eoreesceeseeecosenonees: ° OSPOFT'Z sveveenvecsveneesscccees OSF‘OFI'Z avenneeee oo SAVIFV ro} gee Cole coin | ee pue soliysnpuy 
02° OST‘L89‘ZT aie on OST*L8S*ZI 000°S8 OSE 208 Ci = - AINSVIL], 
LUP 6G9‘90T‘OL coensesescoeeereereeees . 6c¢9‘90L‘0L 090‘°TFE‘S 669‘G9)'F sovenessnssees: ateeeveseasens ecsveseceeeencesenrense seeeeeeee areveeereessescsssssseesepssnss seveserrores SABAM[IEY pues SYIOM IGN 
OL’F CPL‘ LOP IT 616‘8¢9°Z 0Z2°090‘°FI 008‘ 026‘9S0‘FT eoaaececeseesssrensonssesseasenseeersesacenssee: eevsccenene sovseseee eaceeee vwocruncesosvoensnessee devseerenecesreoseeseovesssoneneseossnesees aIeT[OM IGN 
LSI OSP‘FS0‘82z 00." 260" & OST'LPL‘TE og. FOL‘ yr OOF ZP0'LZ seereenaenes eevececencsessesscevens eopevevscverevevese essen wee seeceecccececssessacsessecse sesenereseenonsenstenavesensensesssesssenessseestesees qyeeH o1qng 
ST’ Ofl'z9e sseeeesevesensesens OfT'z98 esenesene toseseseeerese O8T‘Z9E eovscererscersovesevessoressssessoeer wereee receceseree waasecaseccoreecsoevecees coancmpeeseesoecnopecenseucenacesessmesesonssess A£IBYBINBS [eIulAolg 
ZG" OSP'992‘T 0¢9°908 OOT'ELS‘T evecseoe aeeereveesereee 2 OOT‘ESL9‘T see scgecenseensenssescorssessesonssersees evseeserereor sees: vee ccoescrrecsooeseesssetseousaennoeseseeonsssroeseacesnones seeesereeese SIIVJJV jedroruny 
LOLI 099‘68E'IF OLS‘*I19 0£8‘100‘@F 00F0F3'Z OST‘ TOT ‘6S eovceerccecenseeees eseseeeeess seeavecresseensncessens: ereeesegsoesceeees: aeseeee SuIUIeL, [eu0r}e200 A pue uol}yeonpy 
Lo°Z O9T‘9ZL‘S O9T‘'9ZL‘S 0S2‘222'T 016‘Z0S‘F seensenscensensseeressnsseseess eoneseneen: eeaseneee sceeeeesenreseos eccsee saves sennranensceesoosersessesesoesooecensnsegeasenenseese [ereuer A0u101yV 
T0"e 060°682‘L 09¢‘TZT OSe‘OIP'L S61'P92'F GST‘9P1'S Sion) 

SOT gT9*9ES‘°2 000‘ZE G19°899°Z G19°89S°% ¥ 

Weel 008°889'P ¢ 000‘LF8 $ 008‘F23‘S ¢$ 008‘'PZ3‘S ¢ apenenne: 1900 cneneneneenee nanan ennens, oeeenessssseoe: een eneee Ata eeeeOneneneeneneeeressasarereneene reaenes ee seeneseeererses renee 
1270, F9N [#JOL onUdsADY 1%99,.L qUnODY qunoODIYy 

jo ase UDsII8g JON ul pepnyour [eyrdeg sUlOdUT aotAaas 

jou JUOUT i 


6 BUDGET SPEECH OF 


The details of the summary which I have just read will be more 
fully discussed later in this address. 


For the moment, I should like to review briefly, some of the 
Agricultural and Industrial conditions of past years as they are related 
to our present economy. 


- 


AGRICULTURE 


Alberta’s agriculture industry experienced trying times in 1955. 
From a production point of view, the year was an excellent one in 
most areas of the Province, but grain farmers with large supplies 
of grain on hand have experienced marketing difficulties to the 
extent that many have been unable to obtain enough cash to meet 
current operating expenses. Those with mixed farming enterprises 
are in a much better position, having been able to market their grain 
through live stock. 


While the total estimated value of Agriculture production 
for 1955 is $652,279,000 compared with $543,007,000 in 1954, the farm 
cash income figures have decreased sharply. At the same time, 
operating expenses have remained fairly constant. The result is that 
net farm income figures in Alberta have decreased from nearly 
$360 million in 1952 to $301 million in 1953 and to $177 million in 1954. 


Crop yields were high in Alberta for 1955. The average yields 
for cereal crops were as follows: wheat 23.3 bushels per acre, which 
is 27% above average; oats 39.6 bushels per acre, 22% above average; 
and barley 27 bushels per acre, 8% above average. Furthermore, 
the quality of our crops was very good last year and should be more 
attractive to importing countries. 


The Alberta cattle industry enjoyed a good season in 1955. The 
excellent pasture and feed conditions have resulted in a record- 
breaking cattle population of nearly 2,100,000 head. The number of 
cattle marketed during the year was somewhat higher than in the 
previous year, and with prices steady to higher, and costs remaining 
constant, the industry prospered. 


Hog production increased during the year as a result of 
farmers utilizing their low-grade 1954 crop for this purpose. How- 
ever, the grade remained low, with only 18% being top quality. There 
are indications, however, that the decline in quality has been arrested 
and it is hoped that new assistance policies initiated by the Department 
of Agriculture last year, will be effective in improving Alberta swine. 

The value of dairy and poultry products increased slightly in 


1955 compared with the previous year. General conditions for these 
industries were good. 


The following table compares in detail the quantities and values 
of agricultural production for the year 1954 and 1955: 
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VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
FIELD CROPS 











1954 1955 
Production Production 
Bushels Value Bushels Value 
NFLRVSSILE -ceecetcege eRe en 105,000,000 $126,000,000 133,000,000 $170,240,000 
OVSNAST ceeceaccih ee em SnSiet RCC e ane oeoEE 74,000,000 43,660,000 105,000,000 60,900,000 
TE PSVCLICER> gare ane ORR tee ERE ip ee a, ee 70,000,000 60,900,000 100,000,000 83,000,000 
TRUSTS cece eee er rat oe 4,000,000 3,520,000 3,450,000 2,829,000 
iittsaayel, (Gia yh AP hs eee Se Se Oe ee rs eee 3,084,000 2,313,000 5,800,000 4,060,000 
Teisaze Shag venues teen 9 eer ae te een 2,150,000 5,268,000 3,000,000 7,860,000 
PS CM OTOP SEO. cersctresssesssrsssesusestecsin celeetemabictrateys 5,545,000 3,800,000 
TP aye OVEISS gE 1,900,000 3,325,000 2,450,000 2,695,000 
Tons Tons 
STE ES COUS mee era irrammtence meses comet 442,607 5,807,000 424,000 5,512,000 
“itipeame: TRIB: Goacndeten se Sar yee er erecta eee 2,000,000 27,000,000 2,400,000 52,800,000 
NVI SEC IIATICOUUS  CLODS  shecsaccsscsvhscssscscnssasssovsensetssoneascasssts 7,217,000 9,022,000 
ERO tal V Al eabactctctetcurat wntcn stats $290,555,000 $402,718,000 


An Increase of $112,163,000 





LIVESTOCK 


(Includes net marketings, farm slaughter and changes in 
farm inventory) 








1954 1955 
Number Value Number Value 
NU EU sts LES eect ccc ores occczcsccessceszessssaasatreorsosenssbeutesynvtdabectbensisoss 558,158 $ 76,719,000 575,000 $ 79,800,000 
Ma AS csc ea cereSesetetsoontstisescceecssondeisnssbobuveovosacavsoiees 190,926 10,149,000 200,400 10,760,000 
SMavaeiay copacel d Beh ea leh ae epee 137,976 2,626,000 153,500 2,077,000 
IETOPERE. coppice ae or Sper rea tc 2,046,079 87,823,000 2,327,000 76,209,000 
BOLE MeV atl eu ncrentee ecastanenssect vnssesoreats $177,317,000 $168,846,000 


A Decrease of $8,471,000 


LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS 





1954 Value 1955 Value 

Morey Mey ie EGO CLUL CLS a a sacctenciceeeteescarstrecrecaventesvniereesstboccasceonsts $38,629,000 $40,086,000 
PESOOUL UES ya se OCLUL CUS) Ssstsscsceceseesesntoesnnnchesstsnstpuréoresurssscsotee 29,903,000 33,532,000 
StareveNy all A\UG be wep ee rece eee 411,000 744,000 
NACH WA MMI Mate OMI coe toc ccstsssaut oc scenteosovauUevcodbsuapssassevennedtansscatnns 665,000 501,000 
MANE EMER SPV LLY aac cess cessscccsctoncgeaseosenseecse™ 2,481,000 2,721,000 
Other Livestock Products 3,046,000 3,131,000 
BTS COG EUAN LLU Ci eet ctececest eteecsctssssssooensvvesussrsssteess $75,135,000 $80,715,000 


An Increase of $5,470,000 





SUMMARY 
1954 1955 
PETG UTM CONICS YD Ses tessa os cccteacersectesosesnnsoos tec deokesuebedbaasesscrsrd $290,555,000 $402,718,000 
Livestock 177,317,000 168,846,000 
Live Stock Products 75,135,000 80,715,000 
Total Value Agricultural Production $543,007,000 $652,279,000 


An Increase of $109,272,000 
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In other fields of agriculture, progress has been gratifying. 
Provincial tree nurseries at Brooks and Oliver produced and dis- 
tributed nearly one million trees in 1955, an increase of 25% over the 
previous year. This is the largest number ever distributed by these 
stations. These trees were planted in farmstead, field and road- 
side shelter belts and will add beauty and comfort and sounder 
economy to hundreds of farmsteads in Alberta. 


The “Keep Rats Out of Alberta” line still holds along the eastern 
border. Farmers generally are concerned lest rats infiltrate through 
the defences. In general, co-operation has been very good, although 
there have been a few instances where more than normal encourage- 
ment has been necessary to ensure a solid line. 


In the water resources field there were two notable developments 
in the year 1955. The first of these was the shift in irrigation 
construction forces from the St. Mary and Milk Rivers Development 
to the Western Block of the Bow River Development. The low line > 
canal of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers Development to Medicine Hat 
and additional water supply will be required before proceeding with 
the construction of the high line canal. The Prairie Farm Rehabilita- 
tion Office (Federal Government) is now negotiating for canal right- 
of-way to bring additional water supply from the Waterton and 
Belly Rivers. 


The second notable development has been the continued expansion 
in the use of water for domestic and industrial purposes. Studies 
are continuing on the ultimate necessity of controlling our rivers 
with the primary objective of augmenting low winter flow. 


Considerable financial assistance was given to municipal districts 
in solving vexing flooding problems. These problems have arisen as 
the result of five consecutive years of above-average precipitation 
and less than average evaporation. 


Ducks Unlimited of Canada has under construction a large wild 
life conservation project at Hay Lakes in the extreme northwest corner 
of the Province. It is believed that this will rank as one of the largest 
projects of this type on the continent. 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


Now let us turn to our natural resources. The past year was 
one of record-breaking achievement in the development of oil and 
natural gas resources of this Province. 


Crude oil production totalled 113,035,046 barrels, a volume just 
short of the Province’s total production to the end of 1949. The gross 
value to producers was $274,245,900. This represents a substantial 
increase over 1954 production of 87,713,855 barrels valued at 
$227,877,548. 


The increased production is due to several factors. Oil con- 
sumption in the older markets is increasing. The British Columbia 
market is using Canadian oil almost exclusively, and a large market 
has developed in the State of Washington. 
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The number of active petroleum and natural gas leases at the 
end of the year was 23,273 containing 17,557,993 acres. There were 
83 natural gas licenses with a total of 798,044 acres, and 222 natural 
gas leases containing 1,052,899 acres. These figures all show in- 
creases over last year’s totals. 


Footage drilled was 8,444,578 feet, an increase of 50% over 
the 1954 total. Oil well completions totalled 1,069 in 1955, compared 
with 673 in 1954. At the end of 1955 the Province had 6,138 wells 
capable of crude oil production. Natural gas producers totalled 486 
compared with 471 at the end of 1954. There were 609 potential gas 
wells ready to be placed on production when a market is provided, 
compared with 491 at the end of 1954. 


Favorable climatic conditions which prevailed in the last eight 
months of 1955 were primarily responsible for the increased explor- 
ation and development. Weather conditions for the greater part of 
1954 were unfavourable, particularly in the western half of the Pro- 
vince, where most of the current exploration and development activity 
is concentrated. 


Development work centres on the Pembina field, where oil pro- 
ducers were completed last year to give the field a total rane (@5 03, 
producing oil wells. Since the drilling spaces in this field each comp- 
rise either 80 or 160 acres compared with 40 acres spacing in most of 
the older fields, Pembina is now the largest field in acreage developed 
as well as in recoverable reserves. 


Exploration was concentrated principally on the western edge of 
the plains and in the foothills. In most of this area the prevalence of 
muskeg means that the surface must be solidly frozen before heavy 
equipment can be moved over it. In the areas where the terrain 1s 
rough, dry weather is required for the movement of equipment. 
As a consequence, work is seasonal, with most operations confined 
to fall and winter months. Mild weather in the past two winters has 
prevented the completion of many exploratory drilling programs and 
has held geophysical operations to a minimum. 


In spite of these conditions, several noteworthy discoveries were 
made. In the Sundre and Westward Ho areas, several discoveries 
over a wide area have led to the defining of an oil pool of substantial 
proportions. 


Two significant natural gas discoveries have been made in the 
area between Edson and Grande Prairie. Another well, north of 
Peers, has obtained a promising oil show. Several discoveries in the 
Red Deer region have indicated that the area of the Joffre field may 
be considerably extended, and only last week, new discoveries would 
indicate the possibility of a new major field north and east of 
Peace River. 


Natural gas production was confined to fields that had previously 
been producing gas for markets, and to oil fields that unavoidably 
produce gas in solution with oil. An increasingly large percentage 
of oil field gas is being gathered. In most fields, this gas is pro- 
cessed and marketed, or returned to the reservoir. In the Westerose 
field the gas is gathered and returned to the reservoir without pro- 
cessing. As a consequence, the amount of gas stored annually is 
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increasing. In 1955, 7,091,830,000. cubic feet of gas were stored, 
compared with slightly over 4 million in 1954. 


Alberta consumers used 96,938,664,000 cubic feet of gas in 1955, 
compared with 88 billion in 1954. Exports from the Province totalled 
12,058,901,000 compared with 7.5 billion cubic feet in 1954. 


The authorization to market gas from the Peace River area 
to the Pacific Northwest of the United States will start an expansion 
of the natural gas industry in the Province. This expansion will be 
restricted to the Peace River area until arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the marketing of surplus gas in the central and southern 
sections of the Province. 


In the Pincher Creek field, a start has been made on a project 
to cycle about 55 million cubic feet of gas per day. The gas will be pro- 
cessed to recover condensate, sulphur and liquid petroleum gases 
and the dry gas will be returned to the reservoir. 


Production of natural gas by-products is showing a steady in- 
crease. Natural gasoline and naphtha production increased to 868,416 
barrels from 682,378 barrels in 1954. Valuation of the 1955 pro- 
duction was $2,463,133. Liquid petroleum gas production was 
1,288,533 barrels compared with 773,306 barrels in 1954. Valuation 
of the 1955 production was $1,680,963. Sulphur production was 
29,093 tons in 1955. In 1954 it was 22,320 tons. 


Coal production of 4,456,578 tons was a decrease from production 
of 4,859,136 tons in 1954. 


Salt from the Elk Point plant for agricultural, domestic and 
industrial markets totalled 34,500 tons, compared with 28,250 tons in 
1954. At Duvernay, salt brine was produced for the manufacture 
of caustic soda and chlorine. 


DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND FORESTS 


The demand for homesteads levelled off during the past year. 
The number of homestead leases in force is 6,118. ' This is 345 less 
than in 1954. As in the past, inability to comply with homestead 
requirements and loss of desire to continue homesteading, resulted in 
791 cancellations as compared with 536 cancellations for 1954. A 
total of 307 homestead lessees received patent during the year, 
compared to 105 for 1954. Regardless of these reductions, there are 
still 1,500,000 acres under homestead lease. 


. During the year 1955, approximately seven and one-quarter town- 
ships were surveyed in the Fort Vermillion, Keg River and Blueberry 


Mountain areas, this being a reduction as compared to the year 1954 
when eleven townships were surveyed. 


There has been a slight increase in the number of grazing and 
cultivation leases during the past year. Close to 3,300,000 acres are 
now under grazing leases and 419,000 acres under cultivation leases. 


Another 514,000 acres of public. and school lands are held under. 
2,784 agreements for sale. | Reap ires aeaet 
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The Homestead Lease Loan Act became operative on July 4, 1955, 
and during the balance of the year, 1,072 applications for loans were 
received from homestead lessees and of these applications, 774 were 
approved. The average for each of the approved applications has 
been estimated at $850.00, totalling approximately $657,900. 


During the past year 430,000,000 board feet of lumber, 1,050,000 
railway ties and 17,000 cords of pulpwood were cut and removed 
from Alberta forests. The total value of these products is $21,300,000 
as compared with $18,236,000 in the previous year. 


This past year has been the sixth and final year of work on the 
preparation of a provincial wide forest inventory. From the broad 
information thus gained, the ground work for long term plans to 
manage our forests on a sustained yield basis is commencing. It is 
estimated that some 150,536 square miles of Provincial Crown Land 
is still classed as forested. In this area potential agriculture lands 
are being separated from lands which are to remain permanently 
forested and the latter are being divided into Management Units 
each containing an area of approximately 1,000 square miles. 


Further provision is being made for increased protection by 
construction of ranger stations and other buildings in remote areas, 
additional lookout towers for better detection; increase in fire fight 
ing and road construction equipment; extension of access roads and 
trails; and increase in personnel. 


During 1955 the commercial catch of fish totalled 8,731,000 
pounds with a dealers market value of $1,143,500. The catch was 
slightly lower than in 1954, with prices remaining constant. Of this 
amount, approximately 2,747,000 pounds valued at $604,370 were 
exported from the Province. 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 


In 1955 some 4,300 farms were connected to central power for 
a total to date of 34,800. With some 5,300 non-farm customers, the 
rural electrification system of Alberta now has a total of 41,100 
connections. 


With the new extensions reaching into the less thickly populated 
areas of the Province, it is expected that during 1956 between 3,500 
and 4,000 connections will be made. To accommodate this extension 
of electric services, a further four million dollars will be allocated 
to the Revolving Fund for rural electrification. 


During 1955, $3,003,790 was loaned from the fund for a total 
of $12,407,764 to date. Repayments have amounted to $2,010,401, 
leaving an outstanding total of $10,397,363. 


CO-OPERATIVE ACTIVITIES 


During 1955, thirty new co-operatives were formed, while nineteen 
were sold, amalgamated or dissolved for a net gain of eleven co-oper- 
atives for the year. The present total of active co-operatives, 638, is 
made up of 347 rural electrification associations, 105 consumer co-oper- 
atives, 80 livestock and feeder co-operatives, 46 grain, feed, seed, dairy 
and poultry co-operatives and 60 co-operatives of a sundry nature. 
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CREDIT UNIONS 


Membership in Credit Unions as at December 31, 1955, was 
approximately 45,000 as compared to 40,000 at the end of 1954. 
Total assets were slightly in excess of $11,000,000, an increase of 
approximately one and one-half million dollars over 1954. 


Total loans of credit union funds to members in both rural and 
urban communities has now exceeded a total of forty-seven million 
dollars. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Construction of new homes, apartment houses, office buildings 
and industrial plants was maintained at a high level during 1955. 
However, an early winter forced delay of several projects until the 
spring of 1956. 


New industries established during the year and extensions to q 


existing businesses, amounted to over 52 million dollars. Major 
developments include North Star Oil Company refinery now under 
construction at Grande Prairie; a gas plant to be built at Redwater 
by Imperial Oil; a fertilizer plant now under construction at Medicine 
Hat, and a Steel Pipe Mill to be built near Edmonton by the Alberta 
Phoenix Tube and Pipe Company Limited. 


Two cement plants, now under construction, are scheduled to be 
in operation during 1956. Production from these plants will ease 
the Cement shortage that has existed in Alberta in past years. 


There were 1,263 Alberta companies incorporated during the past 
year, repesenting Capital of more than $111,685,000. In addition, 
241 outside companies were registered in Alberta and these companies 
spent $30,680,000. 


IMMIGRATION 


The department of Economic Affairs reports that unemployment, 
particularly in the coal mining industry, has restricted immigration 
and the activities of the Immigration Branch have been directed 
to relieving the unemployment of those affected by the drop in 
coal production. 


TRAVEL BUREAU 


Actual count of tourists at Alberta Border points and other 
places of disembarkation reveals that more than 1,700,000 tourists 
visited the Province during the year, compared with 1,648,000 in 1954. 


ALBERTA HAIL INSURANCE BOARD 


During the 1955 crop year the Board placed insurance protection 
for 10,667 farmers covering 2,038,791 acres amounting to $14,949,903. 


The premiums charged for this protection amounted to $1,292,071 
which represents an average of 63¢ per acre, or 8.6% of the risk. 
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Hail damage during the year was unusually light and resulted in 
Hail insurance awards totalling $293,119 being paid on 97,314 acres. 


As at December 31, 1955, outstanding Insurance premiums 
totalled $390,000 which it is anticipated will be paid by the end of the 
Board’s fiscal year, March 31, 1956. On this basis, the Board plans 
to distribute part of the year’s surplus to an extent of approximately 
$115,000. 


The reserves and accumulated surplus of the Board now total 
$2,450,000 after providing for all claims. 


The Board receives loyal co-operation and support from the 
farmers generally, and is endeavouring to provide protection at the 
lowest possible cost with out financial assistance or guarantee from 
the Government. 


TREASURY BRANCHES 


The Treasury Branch system continues to give service In many 
Alberta communities. As at December 31, 1955, there were 49 full 
time branches, 13 sub-branches and 83 agencies in operation, with 
a staff of 395 employees. Many requests have been received to 
expand the service with the opening of new branches, but the 
difficulty of obtaining experienced senior staff remains the problem 
in Branch expansion. 


Deposits at December 31, 1955, totalled $39,664,712 representing 
61,261 depositing customers as compared with 60,836 a year ago. 


As at December 31, 1955, loans outstanding totalled $20,932,735, 
a decrease of $24,856 from the same date last year. 


Revenues for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1955, increased 
$79,765 from $1,643,689 at March 31, 1954 to $1,723,453 as at 
March 31, 1955. Administration costs for the year totalled $1,611,491 
showing a profit on operations of $111,962 as compared with a 
profit of $148,000 in the previous year. 


An amount of $111,000 from the gross profits for the year has 
been transferred to the Reserve Fund for Bad and Doubtful debts 
which now shows a balance of $406,874 as compared with $302,788 
as at March 31, 1954. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
Fiscal Year ended March 31, 1955 


The Public Accounts for the past fiscal year ended March 31,1955, 
have been tabled and set out fully all details of Revenue and 
Expenditure for the year. The information has also been supplied 
to the public through the medium of the Press and it is unnecessary 
for me to refer to detail at this time. 


It should be noted, however, that to meet expenditures, it was 


necessary to draw on surplus revenues of other years, an amount of 
$12,664,795.79. 
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CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 


The interim financial statement covering the period from April 
1, 1955 to December 31, 1955, has been prepared and has been 
made available to the Members of this Assembly. 


The statement shows that for the nine month: period, a total 
sum of $182,949,779 was expended, including loans. Total revenues 
came to $181,042,833, leaving a deficit of $1,906,946 which was paid 
from accumulated reserves. 


An over-all deficit of $5,000,000 is now forecast for the full fiscal 
year ending March 31, 1956. This compares very favourably with 
the deficit of $45,521,557 which was originally estimated in the 
budget for the current year, and is attributed to the excellent prices 
received by the Province from the sale of Crown leases and 
reservations. 


Before dealing with the Estimates by Departments, I should _ 


like to summarize our revenue, showing the main sources from which 
they are derived and the anticipated increase over the amounts 
estimated last year: 


Source of Revenue Estimates Estimates 
1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
aoe fer a MA ae ee Ee ee 
Max Rental Ac reemenntten. ces ie tecentenniat $ 37,625,000 $ 35,290,000 $ 2,335,000 
Fuel Oil Tax—Car and Truck Licenses... 32,476,000 29,087,000 3,389,000 
Adberta Liquor Controlepoard Gecsamenccsntusaes 15,500,000 15,500,000 
Naturale Gsourcessea mutuct canine usanrenc Games 97,022,000 73,719,520 23,302,480 
NAT other! SOUT CES. canscratatandecnsthesscnnenartcsbrnarenvnrs 20,240,490 18,278,595 1,961,895 
$202,863,490 $171,875,115 $30,988,375 





The following table shows the percentage of total revenues 
collected from each of these main sources for the last five years: 





Actual Actual Actual Estimated Estimated 

1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 
Taxe IVeN tal eA STC EN Gemanrsaenccrnrttenstemnt tts 22.26 16.20 17.81 20.53 18.55 
Fuel Oil Tax—Car and Truck Licenses 14.79 138.10 14.48 16.92 16.01 
Alberta: Lig uor pO ards epanccctscesecetnucctiets terete 9.17 7.36 7.85 9.02 7.64 
Natural. Resour cess icccctousetennvatsatenesio thease. 41.24 52.25 45.97 42.89 47.83 
Other SOULGCES sxdecoawartiracsuntncmamusurueana ons 12.54 11.09 13.89 10.64 9.97 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 


As has been the custom in previous years, I have prepared a 
statement showing the amount of revenue received since 1948 from 
the sale of Crown Petroleum and Natural Gas reservations, and 
from royalties on oil production. The statement also shows expend- 
itures on capital construction and debt retirement for the same 
period. As the Honourable Members will recall, it is the Government’s 
intention to allocate revenues from the sale of Crown Lands and 
Royalties to capital construction and debt retirement, and an exam- 
ination of the following table will indicate a consistent adherence 
to this policy: 
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REVENUE RECEIVED FROM OIL DEVELOPMENT, SALE OF CROWN 
LEASES AND ROYALTIES 





Provincial Lands School Lands 
1948 to 1953 (5 Years) cesses $124,751,000 $ 8,855,000 
IO ES Set A meceestrcsscreatececeenceencenssusataseaycreatereresenetatcstavecrroretoe 66,638,000 5,162,000 
HA Oye Fy mete ass ccssescseedssosxarssrtseesinres venti stnsaypartstescoentckeesloe 57,474,000 2,754,000 
1955-56 Actual to December 31/55 70,965,000 4,620,000 
TOD Gab TAU SUIT ACES cerctecssersrest rnin 67,000,000 8,250,000 
$386,328,000 $24,641,000 





EXPENDITURES ON CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 


1948 to 1953 (5 Years)  rerccssssssessssssssseesscennennsssescsccesaserceseseceesnssssstssesennes $128,042,000 
AUS) Fy Ree Cy Ae eee acer reac ee cre aera ccetiesecoctaceonas race aa te ceeesuearaTueaginenusstomsuestcensvoraanceVearaceneseredr 44,694,000 
TU) Ey Ame ey Fy eet reeea Crecente eas peesasctcesrocasesnvtatc enceneikeascrecatercasersccnseneebeneres 51,187,000 
TO5SHDG Actual to December B17 55. virrcccccccsccsscsecscescsscsssssssssesveces 43,008,000 
OG Gare Cam USULIIVEL LES meters ancerertrrcteereecrormesesialesntersaseareasenrnediatestaresecobecees 58,398,000 

$325,329,000 
Debt Retirement for the Same Period  erccsssssssssssssssccsersseseseess 42,790,000 

$368,119,000 


In addition to the above capital expenditures, an amount of 
$32,000,000 has been loaned since 1948 to our Alberta’ Government 
Telephones to provide for capital construction. 


ESTIMATES FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1957 


I should now like to direct the attention of the Honourable 
Members to the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 1957. Copies of the Estimates have 
been tabled and also have been made available to each Member 
of this Assembly: 


The Estimates are summarized as follows: 


Estimated Reventie—Income AcCCOUNE srscvsersssscsserseescesssescssonsssesssssssrsssnsassnsssessseseesssnnseeeoes $202,863,490 
Estimated Receipt—Capital Accoumt rrrrerssssssersssssssssssssesousssssssssssssssssesessssessesouumssrsseceesssescenees 5,897,120 
—— ——--——— $208,760,610 
Estimated Expenditure—Income Account erccsssssssssssssnssrssssessssessesesssssnunsssssssssesseesensenese $131,887,425 
Estimated Expenditure—Capital ACCOUMt wcrc 60,634,160 
192,521,585 
Estimated Surplus—Income and Capital AcCOUntS  onccscsssssssssssssseseussssnsssunnsassnsnsescseeeeeessenmmuusnassssssesssssssenet $ 16,239,025 
PTS CELEULEOLY TDA VINGIUCS, ccecssstsescesssssscnszctocsnnntesonanccctusseneecsigesneosecaosrsesianascenesarotccusevasnsstacsuneeccnuenreccansterecesontqaqnenseeecevnseceasohannmeonucuctiea 49,900,000 
Amount to be provided from accumulated Surpluses oescssssssssssenssssnsssssnensnsscessesunsssstentanssnsecsscenssssssst $ 33,660,975 


The following four tables show the estimates of revenue and 
expenditure, detailed by Departments, and for comparative purposes, 
the figures for the current fiscal year are also shown: 
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ESTIMATED REVENUE—INCOME ACCOUNT 


Department 


Estimates 
1956-57 


Estimates 
1955-56 


Increase 
Decrease* 


Se 


































Executive Council $ 1,230,000 $ 1,065,000 165,000 
Leegistlation osssssssasmsnssnensue 13,065 12,365 700 
ABTICUIEUTE essssssseesnseesne 523,300 511,075 12,225 
Attorney General  tssassusssnemseeeneenesnnnennen 3,347,550 3,499,550 152,000* 
FEduUcation esseesasssesssnsssnsenenenesnsennnnennnnseananenn 297,300 259,300 38,000 
Munitipal Affairs seecneenan 109,200 98,000 11,200 
Provincial Secretary 24,176,800 21,449,000 2,727,800 
Piblictkiealth een 1,433,850 1,406,625 27,225 
Public. Works. ecsssssssoesesnsssssnessnssineneanennsansenesnrmeanenens 263,795 283,450 19,655* 
Treasury—Government of Canada Subsidies .... 2,225,000 2,190,000 35,000 
Treasury— Tax Rental Agreement wrccecessneenen 35,400,000 33,100,000 2,300,000 
TT YOASUTY ssssssnscenssessenenensevtnsssensnnneenvnssnesentenenentgnesantnnennennanentt 26,192,300 24,361,350 1,830,950 
Industries and Laur orcas 315,000 292,900 22,100 
Economic Affairs ....... 5,000 34,000 29,000* 
Lands and Forests 6,008,000 5,650,000 353,000 
Mines and Minerals 91,019,000 68,069,500 22,949,500 
High Ways csssnesmeenssnsentnnnienernnnnsnesnnunmasgnaismnnnananmnnets 10,309,330 9,593,000 716,330 
TOTAL Estimated Revenue rcs $202,863,490 $171,875,115 $30,988,375 
oe ee 
An increase of $30,988,375. 
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS—CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Department Estimates Estimates Increase 
1956-57 1955-56 Decrease* 
ey ee ee 
ABT ICUIEULE eescssssssssntnentntiennsstntsneennnennentnnnensnsnenennanennnananannnnnets $ 139,520 $ 175,600 $ 36,080* 
Municipal Affairs ercscssssssscsnsousssnsossssonsesenesuessnseensessesnsseussssunsaene 84,500 12,000 22,500 
PU Gas W.O1 es meee etreatter meactocscre cere nomen eaengnereenetttinre ans 56,800 5,500 51,300 
AMEE [bbe Seer etinnamigr es nneye eo eee rears ee 2,164,800 2,146,800 18,000 
Tea NS ATIC FOL SUS marcsctsecteueottossscttaresctectescorcessceovtscneevtcostore vereseersfeateaersizex 241,000 215,000 26,000 
BLT Wy hy 8 oe checosases ot ove ates cree crs cehtsecgneverrer ccna ta estas 3,260,500 3,011,500 249,000 
te ee EEE Ee eee 
TOTAL Estimated Capital Receipts erececcsssssssssssseseseeceseens $5,897,120 $5,566,400 $330,720 
An increase of $330,720. 
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE — INCOME ACCOUNT 
Percentage 
Department Estimates Estimates Increase of total 
1956-57 1955-56 Decrease* Expenditure 
Public? Deb te sasccacicnncteasdaisuntonaatisaee $ 4,683,500 $ 4,695,000 $ 11,500* 3,55 % 
Executive Council 1,888,110 WoT V25 316,985 1.43 
ecislationses. oct ee eee 648,505 630,085 18,420 49 
AS TICUILULO ate atte un orm 3,024,895 2,798,935 230,960 2.30 
Attorneys General (rset anrenctronmrrcre 4,502,910 4,140,060 362,850 3.42, 
Education, aiaaccumntneer te came eee 38,107,280 84,411,365 8,695,915 28,89 
Municipal Affairs. .......... 1,266,450 1,130,370 136,080 .96 
Provincial Secretary 362,130 327,975 34,155 2 
Bublice tHealthmereecmcns: 23,949,700 23,111,900 837,800 18.16 
Public WiOlKSere acinar ite ee 4,758,425 4,319,237 439,188 3.61 
Rall way Samet hone ee ee 7,170 120) 50 —— 
Bhasin 12,502,150 11,412,700 1,089,450 9.48 
n ustries ANd SUAbOUrIN ee en eee 1,347,650 1,189,985 157,665 1.02 
Public Welfare Ce RoR BNO We ee 11,397,945 9,679,625 1,718,320 8.65 
Canadian Vocational Training. ........... 441,980 437,280 ’ 4,700 -o0 
ECONOMIC EA Liars me eeccamamien mente 792,800 825,675 32,875* -60 
Lands and Forests 4,197,810 8,705,125 492,685 3.19 
Mines and Minerals 1,613,350 1,499,470 113,880 1.22 
Hishwacn wae ck at re 16,394,665 15,837,435 557,230 12.43 
TOTAL Estimated Expenditure ........... $131,887,425 $121,725,467 $10,161,958 100 % 








An increase of $10,161,958 
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ESTIMATED CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 





Department Estimates Estimates Increase 

1956-57 1955-56 Decrease* 
eS 
ABT ICUItUe eesessnesssssietsnesnennsesnenesnsunattnenstnesnnenninnenanntnnnty $ 4,193,590 $ 4,108,300 $ 85,290 
ASSERT EVE] OND eect cceascccscczsecscoorevpserneeesansocganssccocecsvsnsrstnnroctsnresoanetqcsreceaystorsamnes 50,000 60,000 10,000* 
BESTE ESM VOT IC Simererrreeer testttsehiestrreterecoacrcocctaceeseerstorecsotserenrcseessseceoibostositis 13,851,465 13,377,865 473,600 
PL CABUTY eesecssesecrsseesceesecsrereenerooensoensseseceneesnnsosntesanscsnntconeecsnsssnaronaregennenenet 40,000 10,000 30,000 
Lek: Gyrevel DORE | <ceectvercommte tee creo 7,000 1 OO Oa ey iecccrtceceoesose 
MEAN VTE Y BS tecceesiorsccnesciecescetenarnoonrenensoccoersnsenscnneipenreasansbupronnetensensune 42,492,105 40,674,440 1,817,665 
TOTAL Estimated Capital Expenditures once $60,634,160 $58,237,605 $2,396,555 


A UU ya adn SENIEISSnSSISSSS SS 


An increase of $2,396,555. 


PUBLIC DEBT 


Expenditure—Estimate 1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Decrease* 


Thera JARO TROR. Coy nenereiranestemin eee oem eS $4,683,500 $4,695,000 $11,500* 





Included in the amount of $4,683,500 provision is made for the 
retirement of maturing debentures and Treasury Bills totalling 
$3,268,000 of which the sum of $408,300 is recoverable from the 
Alberta Government Telephones. In addition, $1,800,000 is provided 
for the payment of interest, and $4,000 for incidental expenses. 


The following comparative statement indicates for the information 
of the Honourable Members, the position of the Public Debt from 
March 31, 1936 to December 31, 1955: 


Net Guaranteed 


Year ended: Net Funded Debt Debenture Debt Unfunded Debt Total Debt 
ea ne eS ECaEEeT 
Wire Gyle GUQR 1th s Pe eee peers $142,941,031 $5,672,358 $18,413,755 $167,027,144 
Treat rein ole OA.) F cstesvcreesssscesereososetersrvveee 142,926,186 5,022,516 8,573,071 156,501,773 
AVM eases UNMIS Loe LAE sss escocceccecnsreccesvogesesszer 138,821,431 8,941,644 7,396,744 150,159,819 
Lyle ay GAL, TUS De Bee rere mene ear 121,165,894 32,000 9,402,793 130,600,687 
NVR eare nee Sl ped OB Divcctssscvsssssssectecsiosssecisents 88,684,211 1,000 2,914,585 91,599,796 
MCCEMM DSO Le LID scccecssesssscsseestecce 85,505,574 1,000 3,000,000 88,506,574 


As indicated in the above statement, the Public Debt has been 
reduced from a high point of $167,027,144 in 1936 to the present debt 
of $88,506,574. During the present year, maturing debentures and 
Treasury Bills amounting to $3,178,637 have been paid. 


The latest available census figures supplied by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, shows the estimated population of the Province 
to be 1,066,000. Based on this figure, the per capita debt is now 
$83.03 compared with $216.15 in 1936. 


Cash and investments totalling $112,148,622 were held by the 
Province and consisted of the following as at December 31, 1955: 


Gasheenccs: Pe ee EN Lea Eee ce ney eee eck aa iy daxssteasteecessieonstivieatse Neissvteneres $ 10,580,202 
PRCHTRCE Sire TAC I CID TA CURIS atte cccerccsersces ee ortssstrccccsesetasresstassaniniayastucsansetogetsbenceroartcd 101,568,420 


$112,148,622 
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In addition to our cash and investments, the following loans 
and advances were outstanding as at December 31, 1955, bringing 
our total reserves to $270,489,729 at that date: 


Loans to Municipalities: 


Self Liquidatinge “Projects (A. Ct germs secconseteniience $ 18,392,875 
Municipal Capital Expenditure Loans Act ......... 85,108,050 
Loans under Rural Blectrification Act oncceeessessssssesssersesee 10,397,363 
Loans to Alberta Government Telephones oo. ecsssssseee 44,442,819 
PCOLE lesen tert $158,341,107 


Total cash and investments as at December 31, 1955 112,148,622 


TOTAL RESCEVER create $270,489,729 


While the investments of the Province continue to show an 
increase, it must be pointed out that a very substantial portion is 
comprised of loans, repayment of which is extended over a period 


of approximately twenty years. This portion, therefore, cannot — 


be considered as part of our liquid assets. 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


Decrease* 
1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Revenue—Estimate 
Income “Account eanancnae $1,230,000 $1,065,000 $165,000 
Expenditure—Estimate 


Incomen A Gcount asec $1,888,110 $1,571,125 $316,985 


Revenues totalling $1,230,000 are anticipated for the coming 
year, an increase of $165,000 compared with 1955-56. This amount 
represents the payments by Civil Servants into the Public Service 
Pension Fund. 


Anticipated expenditures for 1956-57 total $1,888,110. Of this 
amount, $1,150,000 is allotted for the payment of refunds and pensions 
to retiring Civil Servants, while a further sum of $543,775 is required 
for the expanding operations of the Alberta Research Council. 


The Executive Council office; the Lieutenant Governor’s Office; 
the Personnel Office; Provincial Office at Ottawa, and other administ- 
rative branches, will require $205,665. 


LEGISLATION 
Decrease* 
1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Revenue—Estimate 
Income -AcCCOUNE Shenunu¥asuus $ 13,065 $ 12,365 See 
Expenditure—Estimate 


Inéomic eA ccoun taemeerniccn $648,505 $630,085 $18.420 


Revenues of this department are derived from Audit fees and the 
sale of Public Accounts and fees for private members’ bills. 


Of the total vote of $648,505 allotted for Legislation, an amount 
of $227,100 is required to pay Indemnities and Allowances to the 
Members of this Legislature. This includes special allowances to 
the Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Leader of the Opposition totalling 
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$6,500, in addition to the Indemnity allowance of $3,600 each to 
the 61 Members. 


A further amount of $279,230 is required for the administration 
of the Provincial Auditor’s Office: $79,440 for the Statute Revision 
Commission and $62,735 for the Provincial Library and General 
administration. 


AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 


1956-57 1955-56 Increase or 
Decrease* 
ee ee 
Revenue—Estimate 
Income ACCOUNE recesses § 528,300 § 511,075 Sel2 220 
Capital ACCOUNE eerie 139,520 175,600 36,080* 
elt S Wie 
$ 662,820 $ 686,675 $ 23,855* 
ee ee ee eee 
Expenditure—Estimate 
Income ACCOUNT orcs $3,024,895 $2,793,935 $230,960 
Capital ACCOUNT sarccrrrcintsy 4,193,590 4,108,300 85,290 
WI eh 6 oe en ee 
$7,218,485 $6,902,235 $316,250 





An amount of $523,300 will be received representing fees and 
licenses in connection with services rendered by the Department. 
The capital revenue of $139,520 will accrue from the repayment of 
loans for seed grain and loans to Irrigation Districts. 


The Department’s expenditures of $7,218,485 as compared with 
$6,902,235 last year, includes $2,181,720 to be used for Irrigation 
development on the Bow River project; $1,570,070 for the St. Mary’s 
River project, and a further sum of $364,000 for general irrigation 
and drainage projects will be required. The Department’s policy 
of assisting the Agricultural industry, will require an allottment 
of $3,024,895. This assistance is evident in the operation of the Field 
Crops Branch, the Schools of Agriculture and the Dairy and Livestock 
branches. The land preparation policy is expanding rapidly as 
irrigation projects are being completed, and it is anticipated that 
this relatively new service will cost $257,260 next year. 


Construction of necessary buildings for the use of the Department 
of Agriculture will require an expenditure of $66,925, while $3,680 is 
allotted for furniture and equipment. These amounts are included 
in the Department of Public Works vote. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT 


1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Decrease* 





Revenue—Estimate 

PIGOMeMACCOUIL Me eanneae $3,347,550 $3,499,550 $152,000* 
Rae ia eee ne 

Expenditure—Estimate 

Tncome “A CCOUTIC vanicccccteccene. $4,502,910 $4,140,060 $362,850 


aT 
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Revenues totalling $3,347,550 are expected to accrue from the 
following sources: 


Estimates Estimates Increase 

1956-57 1955-56 Decrease* 

Ip a 

Land Titles Office—FCeS  nsesssssssssssnsenssensenneeeenennsensetnet $1,600,000 $1,940,000 $340,000* 
Statute Fines. -ssnsssersmsnnsssssssseseenssusetsemansnssenennerennsnnsneaese 800,000 700,000 100,000 
Clerks of Court Act—Pees. esssssssssssssesnsemnesemersnesseny 350,000 300,000 50,000 
Public Trustee Act—Fees. rsssssssssusseesssnnreensenstssnnssessseen 177,500 172,500 5,000 
Other Fees and Service csssssmmnnennennenenannnaeens 420,050 387,050 33,000 
$3,347,550 $3,499,550 $152,000* 





I have no doubt that it will be most gratifying to the Members 
of this Legislature and to the public generally, to learn that the 
Government has further reduced taxation by the repeal of the Unearn- 
ed Increment Tax Act, with a resulting benefit to the people of 
approximately $1,300,000 annually. I would point out, however that 


there has been a revision of the registration fees charged under the — 


Land Titles Act, which will to some extent, offset this loss of 
revenue. 


Total expenditures of $4,502,910 are anticipated next year as 
compared with $4,140,060 in 1955-56, an increase of $362,850. The 
administration of provincial gaols has been allotted $1,345,025 while 
the Land Titles Offices in Edmonton and Calgary will require $529,830. 


The agreement with the Government of Canada for Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police services, has been revised to provide 
improved police service and will cost the Province $875,760 for the 
coming year. 


In the Department of Public Works estimates, there is an 
amount of $1,029,250 for construction, and $194,000 for furnishings, 
of provincial gaols, Court Houses and Land Titles Offices. 
Construction of new Court Houses at Grande Prairie and Peace River, 
at a cost of $270,000 each is included in this amount. 


Construction of a new gaol in the southern part of the Province 
has been deferred for the present. The Estimates include an amount 
of $15,000 sufficient to proceed with plans and designs. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Decrease* 


‘Revenue—Estimate 
Income Account eves $ 297,300 $ 259,300 $ 38,000 


Expenditure—Estimate 


Income ACCOUNT me nee $38,107,280 $34,411,365 $3,695,915 
Capital AcCCOUNt ccm 50,000 60,000 10,000* 


$38,157,280 $34,471,365 $3,685,915 


oe, $ 441,980 $ 437,280 $ 4,700 
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Revenues of $297,300 are received as fees for various educational 
services provided throughout the Province. 


The Honourable Members will note the substantial increase in 
expenditures proposed this year. An amount of $38,157,280 is 
allocated for the 1956-57 fiscal year as compared with $34,471,365 
last year. ‘This is an increase of $3,685,915 and is mainly accounted 
for by larger grants to school boards for operation and construction 
which will amount to $33,340,100 next year. 


You will recall in last year’s budget address, that it is the 
Government’s aim to pay not only an equitable portion of the normal 
operational costs of our schools, but also, to make available additional 
Tax Reduction subsidies to bring the school requisition rate through- 
out the Province to a basic 25 mills. This policy will be continued. 
It is estimated that the Tax Reduction Subsidies for this purpose 
will amount to $7,180,000 as compared with $6,700,000 provided last 
year, and an amount of $20,160,000 is allocated for normal oper- 
ational grants as compared with $18,160,000 in 1955-56. 


It is interesting to note that only ten years ago the amount 
provided for government assistance for school operation grants was 
$19.86 per pupil, while the amount now provided is $119.50 per pupil. 
This is very close to 50% of the total cost of school operation. 


Grants for assistance in the construction of schools will require 
an estimated $6,000,000 which is an increase of $1,500,000 over the 
amount provided last year. 


The Government’s contribution towards the operation of the 
University of Alberta will require a grant of $2,167,000 as compared 
with $1,860,000 provided in the 1955-56 estimates. 


The Vocational Training program carried on in conjuction with 
the Government of Canada will require a net amount of $441,980 
and will provide training facilities for nursing aides and industrial 
workers. 


A substantial building program for construction and furnishings 
of buildings for the use of the Department of Education is included 
in the Department of Public Works Vote and is shown in the 
following list: 


Construction Furnishings 
ni VersityaO lee lei belmeanarsatesemsaitigest tear. $ 932,700 $175,000 
Educational buildings, Calgary ecco 1,160,000 26,000 
TOG LO Tae LOG ar Litter ettrtrtresstecerscrarsceren et iecsssrastirecroceasneveors 370,000 100,000 
IVEFSCELI ATIC OULSHm reer eiectranatarrernsayeptsoveriterre ccrens feta 15,000 11,700 








$2,477,700 $312,700 








22 BUDGET SPEECH OF 


MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 





1956-57 1955-56 Increase 
Decrease* 
Revenue—Estimate 

Incomes Accountimnameratcns $ 109,200 $ 98,000 $ 1,200 
Capitals ANccountpensetncenen: 84,500 12,000 22,500 
a dance clei i it al el ta i cot te st 
$ 148,700 $ 110,000 $ 33,700 
gre 2S re een ee ee ee 

Expenditure—Estimate 
Income Accounteccanieccns $1,266,450 $1,130,370 $136,080 





Revenues of the Department totalling $143,700 are obtained from 
Fees and Licenses collected by the Board of Public Utility Com- 
missioners and other services. Repayment of Agricultural Advances is 
expected to total $30,000. Expenditure anticipated will amount to 
$1,266,450 and is required for the administration of Improvement 


Districts and for assistance and guidance to other self governing .- 


bodies. Of special interest is an appropriation of $394,640 for the 
continuation and expansion of the Civil Defence organization. This 
is an increase of $66,340 over the amount provided for this purpose 
last year. 


PROVINCIAL SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT 








Increase 
1956-57 1955-56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
Ancomen (ACCOUNTS eect iaticiecgrstrcc una reenmccmimant tare $24,176,800 $21,449,000 $ 2,727,800 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Trneome. A CCOUNE, sss cceintsscatrenessescsmrenvatirtannteeteach aotratnerttaterertstenetmeres SooasoU $ $27,975 $ 84,155 





Revenues from the Provincial Secretary’s Department are expect- 
ed to yield $24,176,800 which is $2,727,800 more than the previous 
year’s estimate. The main item, the Fuel Oil Tax, will produce 
$22,200,000 as compared with $19,500,000 and will show an increase 
of $2,700,000 over last year. The Honourable Members will recall 
that under the provisions of the Municipal Assistance Act, one-half 
of this revenue is distributed to the municipalities as an unconditional 
grant. During the fiscal year the Amusements Tax Act will produce 
$1,527,700 which is $13,000 less than last year due to decreased 
theatre attendance. Fees under the Companies Act are expected to 
amount to $196,000 as compared to $165,000 last year, while license 
fees under the Insurance Act will increase slightly to $187,750. 
Other revenues collected by the Provincial Secretary’s Department 
will total $65,350, compared to $63,300 estimated last year. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


1956-57 1955-56 Increase 





Revenue - Estimate 
Income PA GCCOUN Geos ounce atancrnnsinatirannenstameccetorearemarnte $ 1,433,850 $ 1,406,625 $ 21,020 





Expenditure - Estimate 
Income sLACCOUntS eases eicricccnectecd ceed orate. crane teaarenernmnra teres $23,949,700 $23,111,900 $ 887,800 


Fe EEE EINER 
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Revenues of the Health Department are estimated at $1,433,850 
for the coming year and indicate little change from collections 
expected in the present year. Modest maintenance charges to 
patients and staff in our institutions make up the bulk of these 
revenues. 


Estimated expenditures totalling $23,949,700 reflect the Govern- 
ment’s continued program of materially assisting our people to meet 
today’s high cost of health services. The following table shows the 
cost to the Province of providing these health services and indicates 
the extent of this assistance: 


Estimates Estimates Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
sed es ee ee eee eee 
Care of Tuberculosis Patients rccssssssssseseennserssssssssessennsen $ 1,835,400 $ 1,744,350 $ 91,050 
Gancer Treatment (met)  csssssssssssuusssssssssessessmuneseeesuunsssssssssesssssen 376,400 288,900 87,500 
Maternity Hospitalization —rrccsscssesssssmsssscesmmnseeeenusnsseessssssersansssssss 2,923,000 2,554,300 368,700 
AV eTT Cer MMT TVSELEUICIOINS  ecessprsssreqeccvtsstarsccttccocecesecsoecsecesstsvesssveaasssceaseenverceseetscntccee 4,949,000 4,609,150 339,850 
Per die grants to NOSpitals reccsssessssssssnnsrseeenmusnenserceesssenssens 3,006,000 2,826,000 180,000 
Hospitalization grants to local authorities... esse 4,200,000 3,926,400 273,600 
Hospital and medical care fOr PENSIONETS reeccmesenriinen 3,150,000 2,810,000 340,000 
Grants to insuring agencies for 
MEAical SELVICES SCHEME  oeecssssuissesessssseecsssssueseenesnseesesssnee ——_—___—_ 1,200,000 1,200,000* 
DAL|EVOL PELOLIOMYVE]Itis PALISTAtS oes cccsscccrsesusscstesssscsssereesessrsnssenses 775,000 952,400 177,400* 
Hospital construction rants  revrerscssssesssssesesseseessuseseeesceesnnnnsseecsssennees 900,000 500,000 400,000 
PEI MEL ATH Lit DONAGOLY.  ccecsesvaitstesstsseseccsecgesinaves osnessstrasevsetedeereunscees 304,400 283,800 20,600 
MOET IPATMEELOAIEH pSELVAGCCS. “sctscctcsesasstisssscesssscrstssncsssrsosestatesseatsosasaccsssaaercereeusstsone 1,530,500 1,416,600 113,900 
$23,949,700 $23,111,900 $ 837,800 





You are all aware of, and keenly interested in our present 
discussions with the Federal Health officials regarding a National 
Health Scheme. As you know, we have agreed to the broad principles 
involved, but until the details have been worked out, the costs and 
benefits cannot be accurately forecast, nor has the effective date 
of the scheme been definitely established. It has been indicated that 
the scheme will involve the sharing of the costs of certain health 
services by the Federal and Provincial governments. Ample provision 
has been made in this budget to implement any acceptable agreement 
of this nature. 


In addition to the above health services, the program of building 
accommodation at our hospitals and institutions to keep pace with 
the demands, is being vigorously pursued by the Department of 
Public Works. Included in the estimates for that department is the 
sum of $3,738,500 for construction and an amount of $366,250 for 
furnishings and equipment. At the Deerhome Institute at Red Deer, 
we expect to complete two wards and the service wing, and also to 
commence work on a third ward at a cost of $1,400,000, while 
$1,350,000 will be required to complete the Poliomyelitis and Pediatric 
wing and the Nurses’ Residence, at the University Hospital. 
Further sums are proposed for necessary construction at other 
provincial institutions, including $300,000 to begin an addition at 
the Provincial Laboratory. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
ree Se jeneere hatte cee Oe A OEE $ 263,795 $ 283,450 $ 19,655* 
Pte Ac See ee J ate 
Capital Account -ssunrmsanuniannanmnanannmnmarsannnts 56,800 5,500 
$ 820,595 $ 288,950 $ 81,645 
; dit - Estimate : 
artis ee ee ea oreo nen premier $ 4,758,425 $ 4,319,237 $ 439,188 
Capital ACCOUNt  ssmunmmsmnnemmemisnaninmnnmenunnnuaenanennnnnatt 13,851,465 13,377,865 473,600 
a ie SS See 
$18,609,890 $17,697,102 $ 912,788 


Revenues of the Department of Public Works are mainly derived 
from sales and rentals of public buildings and land. 

Estimated expenditures of $18,609,890 indicate the tremendous 
problem facing the Government and the department to construct 
and maintain buildings for the accommodation of all the services 
demanded by the public today. — 

The sum of $4,758,425 will be required for the care and main- 
tenance of public buildings throughout the Province, while it 1s 
estimated that construction of new buildings and additions to pre- 
sently existing buildings will need a further substantial amount of 
$13,851,465. In dealing with the estimates of other departments, 
I have mentioned their building programs which form part of the 
Public Works estimates. The following statement shows the complete 
program of essential building construction to be undertaken by the 
Department of Public Works during 1956-57. 


Agriculture Department: 


Construction Of Farms and Schools creccscccsssssssssssessscssssvesessrssesecscssssescannnessssnsnsssssnsessersecsnsssennsesessnansseasssssesssnsesesees $ 66,925 
Attorney General’s Department: 

Construction of Land Titles and Court House Buildings onscreen 640,000 

Gonstruction at Provincia] Gals ccccccccccccssssssccssconrsecsscssrcossssessscssccrsssssvecseentossssaqetchecnsssstsverseseresbussvsersenssssssssrtsssserentes 389,250 


Education Department: 
Construction of Administration Building, Biological Science Wing, and cther 


Construction for the University of Albertar .cscssssssssssssssssssesssessssssssesassssssnsesnsssssseseccesceseeseeesnumssssssssnnsssooee 932,700 

Commence new Education Building at Calgary cccrrsssssssnsnenesessssessssssssssrennsnrenssssceescccecerseesensensnnnneassesooeee 900,000 

Construct Vocational Training Shops at Calgary eecsssssaessssscsssasseesssesnsesscecsanetsceenssersesinnnes 200,000 

Complete School for Deaf at 7 HdmoOn tom ceanccsseeiscnitsveccccsscseeetsnerrsttessstceevsrssorrererertacesornreesteerettrevasatse 370,000 

Other” Educational Buildings) iesccsscsssscstcsesetecssaresesteersoemonsastcsssessesthetescneecrseetretareneceterseersereatererateeettati tt tice teseatareetees 75,000 
Public Health Department: 

Further construction at Deerhome Institution at Red Deer enue 1,400,000 

Complete Poliomyelitis and Pediatric Wing at the University 

Hospital. and * Niudrses’” Horie © sccscctaccisscassescestppesccavecsssesogteustsrteiv reve stoseossvoeoreaterarnsepeeeeeeeuean ceenee eter meaner erenee 1,350,000 

Commence addition to Provincial, Waboratory sassasscmmnannnnmsenansiatetcmene ete 300,000 

Construction at «Provincial Institutions ands Glinics mame nee enn ee 688,500 
Public Works Department: 

Complete “Auditorium "at “Edmonton )cceinc tee eres 1,808,000 

Complete Auditorium’ at) Calgary” ace ce ee eee 1,750,000 

Construct Power Plant Buildings on University Grounds. -eecccsessssuscssssesssssnsassnssesnnsesnesen 375,000 

Construction at Legislative and Provincial Buildings. cecsmssusssnsesnerssserasesenesssnesessee 455,900 
Treasury Department: 

General construction at ‘Treasury Branches J....0e.e eee 30,000 
Lands and Forests Department: 

Construction. of. Ranger, Stations iqsesnusencateee eee 6,000 
Mines and Minerals Department: 

Construction Oil Conservation Board Buildings. Ach4 ee ee ene 164,500 
Highways Department: 

Construction of ‘Repair Shops sinsyocom eee 97,100 
TOTAL ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. > mmsmesmmunnsnnnnn $11,998,875 
Estimated construction at Provincial Power Plants  cseesusmnmnnnenemnmmnnnnnnmncennae 281,500 
Estimated cost of furnishings and equipment for all public buildings’ ....u.0.cae 1,571,090 
TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT — Capital Estimates ccsmmssmemne $13,851,465 


el 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
Tncome ACCOUNE eresssssssessssessenseceenusresnssenansessussnsesusretansssnenssnsseennnnssset $63,817,300 $59,651,350 $ 4,165,950 
Capital AcCOUNE  -dssssssesemennsnnenseeemennnenenmmmniesnennenentes 2,164,800 2,146,800 18,000 
ee ee 
$65,982,100 $61,798,150 $ 4,183,950 
al oa ee a on ale ee A Ee ee es see 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Tncome ACCOUNK rrsssssssssecssssssenusesssssssssnsseesnnsesennnsessnsssesnsnsevaseequusesecmnenens $12,502,150 $11,412,700 $ 1,089,450 
Capital ACCOUME cscs 10,000 10,000 ———_——— 
naa at i aA a SS ea a ss ae 
$12,512,150 $11,422,700 $ 1,089,450 
bE A a i ts at PO Ean SS LE EE ee ILE 
“op datayee IAD pes ai ee ee $49,900,000 $43,000,000 $ 6,900,000 





Estimated revenues of $65,982,100 will be an increase of 
$4,183,950 over the previous year. The main items making up these 
revenues are as follows: 


Increase 

1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 

pew eres ter ere ne eS 

Government of Canada Subsidies reruns $ 2,225,000 $ 2,190,000 $ 35,000 
Government of Canada Tax Agreement rrr 35,400,000 33,100,000 2,300,000 
Alberta Liquor Act rsccssssssssssnscaseusseaneesenesusseineusesssssonsemenstes 15,500,000 15,500,000 —__—____—— 
Farnings 07n Investment  rrvvssssssssssenueceensenanseeenasersesneeanasesnsssee 7,993,800 6,145,000 1,848,800 
Treasury Branches Harnings. evsssuesmssensssensrseeueseenussseneen 1,750,000 1,800,000 50,000* 
re ee ee ee 

$62,868,800 $58,735,000 $ 4,133,800 





The increase of $2,300,000 from our Tax Agreement with Canada 
is attributed to an increase in our population and in the Gross 
National Product of Canada which form the basis of this Agreement. 
A further substantial increase will be noted in Earnings on Invest- 
ments, which is accounted for mainly by increased loans to 
Municipalities under The Municipal Capital Expenditure Loans Act. 


Capital Account revenues of $2,164,800 represent repayment of 
the principal of loans by the Alberta Government Telephones and by 
Municipalities under the Self Liquidating Projects Act and other 
smaller loans. 


Expenditures of $12,512,150 are estimated for the Treasury 
Department. In this amount, the Members will be pleased to note an 
increased appropriation from $9,015,205 last year to $10,000,000 
representing grants to be paid to Municipalities under the Municipal 
Assistance Act. This is an increase of $984,795. Grants made under 
this Act since its inception in 1951 are shown in the following table: 


CLO) Ey lien Fy 2 imeeceeiertrrmtttccetetesrrcteeterscecsseenctrecepsserctoecset car accearersersseasasssentaes tested $ 4,665,029 
HILO) ep £0 oS im easter tectenecascvsveceracttzsnannececuttosiaccrercectoverrostoccesequsszacesteetsseeantborebee 5,991,151 
DOE Samp Aimere ceceeireeepseectrerrreastiacesterenessttrenncsestavessteristesanessbreoeccnrfegreseecaretsaaee 7,385,108 
SDSS} A oss Eo im cereerreeserretrrtceetecescesrecrcessescernsfssvvstvessseserchscessseeeresmeiasrmstaassensesehoed 8,534,675 
MOE Sout Ommeerregerteereateeseervestoanssereceectsssvesrtsolteccsancteeccentabealcetcictvassossssstseeies 9,015,205 
ELSES Gace estGimmemererieretasectecccrcenceterrercerareeconeeseksascaaesceseerscirosobvcepicicgatizaiiasasererceurares 10,000,000 
TOA Diarra tice Se core tittestsrenccasaeeseasssciatsrinanieenneqercnoensseeresntnh $45,591,168 


Treasury Branch requirements will be $1,668,020 as compared 
with $1,621,265 last year. 
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Included in the Estimates of the Public Works Department, 
provision is made for $15,000 for furnishings and equipment of 
Treasury Branches and a further $30,000 for capital construction 
which may be required. 


STATUTORY 


The Provincial Treasury will be required to provide additional 
substantial sums totalling $49,900,000 to continue to provide funds 
at low cost for capital loans. 


You will be asked to consider amending legislation to increase 
the amount available under the Municipal Capital Expenditure Loans 
Act from $100,000,000 to $125,000,000. 


During the fiscal year 1956-57, it is expected that loans to 
School Boards will total $12,000,000. This represents the total cost 


of school construction in excess of grants provided under the School 


Buildings Assistance Act. 


Continued expansion of the Alberta Government Telephones 
System is expected to require an additional $8,000,000 during the 
coming year. The program includes the major project in the in- 
stallation of a Microwave System across Alberta to provide long 
distance circuits in addition to the transmission of television programs. 


It is the Government’s intention to continue to assist Rural 
Electrification Associations in financing the installation of electric 
power in Rural areas. It is anticipated that loans totalling $4,000,000 
will be needed for this purpose. 


The Board appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council last 
year to administer the Homestead Lease Loan Fund has indicated 
that loans amounting to $900,000 will be approved during 1956-57 
fiscal year. 


INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


Increase 








1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
Trneare | A GCOUnE case facennstectetescspetettcconet acta tscentaetiret teereesecacceroecegretseTio $ 315,000 $ 292,900 $ 22,100 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Trrcome A CCOUTIT Aetiiccetatetiisstrce terrier ttecresreertnnen seerPctueariiaeteEE $ 1,347,650 $ 1,189,985 $ 157,665 





Expected Revenues for the coming year total $315,000 which 
is an increase of $22,100 over last year. The Revenues are derived 
from Trade Licenses and Fees, and Inspection fees under the Fact- 
ories Act, Boilers Act, Electrical Protection Act, and a proposed 
new Gas Protection Act. 


Expenditures are expected to increase $157,665 to a total of 
$1,347,650 for the coming year. This increased expenditure is re- 
quired by our labour relations offices and inspection services to keep 
pace with our expanding industry. The Honourable Members will 
be interested in the cost of these services: 
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Board of Industrial Relations  ercccseessssesserssnssenseecsnnneeres $ 232,445 
Inspections under the Factories Act ccrsssseeeunmeenn 78,090 
Inspections under the Welding Act veces 62,425 
Inspections under the Electrical Protection Act... 288,620 
Inspections under the Boilers At css 235,580 
Inspections under the new Gas Protection Act vce 50,000 
TOTAL of these Services -ccccsssssssssussssssesseeeseensesssenssennennsen $ 947,160 


PUBLIC WELFARE DEPARTMENT 





Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Expenditure - Estimate 
AIMCO] ACCOUNK  reenessssssssrssssessnsssnsssvsstesnsnssusetneeeanssennseesnrsonnennsterenanee $11,397,945 $ 9,679,625 $ 1,718,320 





The Department of Public Welfare has been allocated $11,397,945 
which is an increase of $1,718,320 over the amount provided in 
the 1955-56 fiscal year. This substantial increase in the cost of 
welfare services is accounted for by the increased number of persons 
eligible for pensions, relief and other allowances and the following 
table shows the net cost of each service as compared with the 
cost last year: 





Tndiigent Relie£  -escosssssssssssssenesseesssssessssssuuussaneeeessnnnsnsee $ 1,686,640 $ 1,354,830 $ 331,810 4,794 
MOET SC MVV Ce LL LTG eeceeecescsscasesesceteetectezessssceeartcsnhpocgrcenrtesevesresrtsesre 364,300 289,540 74,760 PTs! 
Old Agee ASSiStAN CE eccrsccseseesesssseseseseessseneenennsnes 1,571,000 1,229,500 341,500 5,546 
Boimd AJIOWaANGES  esecccssssosssssssconsssssssssssscsssconsssesconennsssecscensoves 55,675 48,750 6,925 383 
TEL TLC MPN LOW TUGCGSS | cccortecccctuctsecessctocesscssctssrrerreneessssoses 947,400 607,500 339,900 2,159 
Mothers’ AIOWAMNGCES  errcscssssssesssscsesssnsesssssecsraseccsnseecess 1,252,500 1,020,000 232,500 1,781 
UU NEA COGS AM LUST OND! i aesttecteneasscecaretecscecccecteesvsseccessa vis resscvssanssssassc 383,000 340,000 43,000 800 
Supplementary AOWANCES oversees 4,728,100 4,432,000 296,100 25,008 
GeO aA CIMITISEL ACION a sostsiesstssetccssssccrcecersssseesssssvuecesea 409,330 357,505 51,825 
es eee eee) eee er ee ee 
$11,397,945 $ 9,679,625 $ 1,718,320 ee 





ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 








1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
HIT CESTYU CHIE NEGO UIT) Cote ettrrreceiitccecreesrstacsetn trv stceceeccerceseqsisicervastnercsercrnvearsorerecscetess $ 5,000 $ 34,000 $ 29,000* 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Income ACCOUN -rnnnmnnnnnnmnnnnnanmmnninnnnnnnnnssnnin $ 792,800 $ 825,675 $ 32,875* 





A reduction of $29,000 will be noted in the revenues. The 
1955-56 Estimates included an amount of $30,000 in connection with 
Jubilee year activities not applicable to subsequent years. 


Anticipated expenditures for the coming year will total $792,800 
as compared with $825,675 last year. Increased activities in the 
Publicity Branch, Cultural Activities and Travel Bureau, will re- 
quire $569,260 as compared to $419,300 for an increase of $150,000 
over that provided for these services last year. An amount of 
$200,000 was provided in 1955-56 for the Jubilee Committee which 
was applicable to that year only. 
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DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND FORESTS 





Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
Income ACCOUNT. isnesnasmoseesnmsnseenaeenenneenneniemtainsicn es $ 6,003,000 $ 5,650,000 $ 353,000 
Capital ACCOUME  sumnnammnnumnnmunnanmmmernanannerete tic 241,000 215,000 26,000 
te OE EEE ee’ 
$ 6,244,000 $ 5,865,000 $ 379,000 
ee EEE 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Income ACCOUNE essssssusssnsersetanennissnnnterusteumaremesstunnsenuueannenees $ 4,197,810 $ 3,705,125 $ 492,685 
Capital ACCOUNE srussnsnnrmmemenmnnnummnmnnmenammnanannit 7,000 7,000 — 
eee 
$ 4,204,810 $73;712,025 $ 492,685 





Revenues amounting to $6,244,000 are expected to be received 
next year by the Department of Lands and Forests and are made 
up of fees, rentals and services accruing from the surface develop- 
ment of our natural resources. The main item is $3,600,000 repre- 
senting Timber fees, rentals and permits, and indicates the extent to. . 
which our forests are being utilized. 


The substantial increase in the estimated expenditure from 
$3,712,125 last year to the allotment of $4,204,810 for the 1956-57 
fiscal year reflects the continued program of forest conservation 
and development as recommended in the Delehay Report. The 
benefits from this program are now evident with the increased 
interest of Industry contemplating investment in pulp and paper 
mills and allied products in the Province. 


MINES AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 








Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 
Tneome “A CCOUNG fiecccsscncuetsctin eet tine eatin tetoneatanete ite $91,019,000 $68,069,500 $22,949,500 
Expenditure - Estimate 
Income Account 


<: issass oicenslt GALL Re ee = °$11,613650 $ 1,499,470 $ 113,880 





The estimated revenues have been increased to $91,019,000 as 
compared with $68,069,500 last year, representing an increase of 
$22,949,500. It is felt that experience over the past few years has 
enable the Government to make a more realistic estimate of revenue 
from our oil development, and justifies this very considerable increase. 
The following comparative table sets out the anticipated revenues 


of the department for the fiscal years ending March 31, 1956 and 
March 31, 1957: 





Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 

Oil Revenues 
a cs Crown} Léases 4.4 eee eee ee $46,500,000 $27,000,000 $19,500,000 
le ities. <athdcctiastie lace et eae ee 23,750,000 19,150,000 4,600,000 
eo and Rentals Fee Rn a ereahe i ON ee etd ae el ake eee be 19,000,000 20,000,000 1,000,000* 
eral Taxation A eth. eee eerccemantod Stet ea ee 1,300,000 1,400,000 100,000 
Oal Mining — Fees and Royallities cnsesusssssssnsoe 218,000 238,500 20,500* 
Other “Revenues” 25cccoaucwnmn ce ee 251,000 281,000 30,000* 


$91,019,000 $68,069,500 $22,949,500 


arnt 
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Expenditures are estimated at $1,613,350 for the coming year. 
The Province’s contribution towards the administration of the Pet- 
roleum and Natural Gas Conservation Board will amount to $500,000 
and a further sum of $350,000 will be used to remove the dangers 
inherent in abandoned mining and oil sites. It is anticipated that the 
administration of the Minerals Branch; the Technical Branch; the 
Mines Branch and other administration, will require an allottment 
totalling $763,380. 


Included in the Public Works vote, provision is being made to 
complete the oil conservation buildings at Calgary and Peace River 
at a cost of $110,000 while a further amount of $54,500 is being 
allotted for the construction of five houses at Peace River andPembina 
for the use of Oil Conservation Board employees. 


DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 








Increase 
1956 -57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Revenue - Estimate 

Tncomme ACCOUN. oesesssssssssssssssussssecesessssssnsnsesseetunssescenmnenennanssseserunssrtenmssntsened $10,309,330 $ 9,593,000 SiaGso30 
Capital ACCOUE osscsssssseessnesensnetteennaeseciaennesenneanennintnnties 3,260,500 3,011,500 249,000 
en 
$13,569,830 $12,604,500 $ 965,330 

Expenditure - Estimate 
Income ACCOUNE  ererecssssssssssssssssseesessusssssssessssssssssesseeteenrmnsssnsssnscssnsssscecenenses $16,394,665 $15,837,435 $ 557,230 
Capital ACCOUTE  ceressssssessssssseemsseseseinsestinsusstnnnnsesnstencennse 42,492,105 40,674,440 1,817,665 
jefe se a ee ee ee: 
$58,886,770 $56,511,875 $ 2,374,895 





Revenues accruing to the Department of Highways totalling 
$13,569,830 are obtained chiefly from Motor Vehicle Licenses and 
fees amounting to $10,276,000 and reimbursement from the Govern- 
ment of Canada of $3,250,000 representing the Dominion Govern- 
ment’s share of the Trans-Canada Highway Construction costs. 


Expenditures of the Department are expected to total $58,886,770 
which is an increase of $2,374,895 over the estimate for the current 


fiscal year. The details are shown in the following comparative 
table: 


INCOME ACCOUNT — MAINTENANCE 


Estimates Estimates Increase 

1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 

De ee Ret ate ee Se I a ee ee 

MTSINCOTANCE —— PTOVLICS — crsesrvcccssesesssscsssascosonsccessnerenseoeesocsensnsnnnsnanatennnnsnseses $ 825,000 $ 275,000 $ 50,000 

Maintenance — Bridges on Main Highways -mm 500,145 482,030 18,115 
Construction and Maintenance of Bridges, on District 

Highways in Municipalities o.cccsssssssseeussescesenessssscesesssssnee 2,300,000 2,300,000 a 

Maintenance — Main Highway. ercccsccsccsscsssssnscssssseessescssssnsssssnes 3,700,000 3,500,000 200,000 

Grants to MunicipaNties for district Highways ........... 8,225,000 7,925,000 300,000 

Special Municipal Projects Construction Grants ...... 45,000 250,000 205,000* 

PREC VOLT] ESTERTICED “ciesssccsssostosessssnsiscesccecsssoesssccvocecsoosscscsseansessecertosanstscenecens 852,215 722,635 129,580 

MMR GYRE ESAT ETSO SES csscsesavescrasssonosatatasctscicforssratsvesccceccnecenduonsteinston hatches eyagursnsteelscan 447,305 382,770 64,535 


$16,394,665 $15,837,435 $ 557,230 


i 
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It will be noted that further increases totalling $300,000 will be 
made in grants for district highways. 

Total grants amounting to $8,225,000 are distributed in the 
following manner: 








Estimates Estimates Increase 

1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 

i 

Grants to Improvement Districts ceessnsmrmenmen $ 3,000,000 $ 3,300,000 $ 3800,000* 
Grants to Special Areas resessssssarernssaneenennsensenssneerreaeanssanee 125,000 125,000 

Grants to Municipal Districts sss 3,600,000 3,000,000 600,000 
Special Contingencies rcmsuurneneenssmenenennniemennnenneinnte 1,500,000 1,500,000 

$ 8,225,000 $ 7,925,000 $ 300,000 


The Motor Vehicle Branch is now located in more adequate 
quarters in the new Highways building. The various functions have 
been consolidated and a more efficient service to the public can 
now be expected. 


The Honourable Members will note that a further substantial 
amount of $42,429,105 will be allocated for the construction of all- 
weather roads which are so necessary in view of the rapid growth and 
development of our Province. This is in keeping with the Govern- 
ment’s intention of providing an adequate province-wide network 
of highways. 








Estimates Estimates Increase 
1956 - 57 1955 - 56 Decrease* 
Main) ELIGHWAVS | cceccstncomieasneccnme ita eeamemearme ener $30,360,040 $29,046,900 $ 1,313,140 
Trans - Canada Highway 6,541,100 6,037,665 503,435 
Bid PER Mee or eee aca pine 5,000,000 5,000,000 
BOY sy 3 Ee) te See OR CE Rn Fh SIMI ee OM BP er etna rie tar 15,000 12,000 3,000 
Sundry) ComstruGulOn eiescae eit eee ho ero eee 575,965 577,875 1,910* 
$42,492,105 $40,674,440 $ 1,817,665 


Included in the Public Works Department Vote, provision is 
made for the construction and equipping of various maintenance shops 
for the use of the Department of Highways throughout the Province 
totalling $102,100. 


MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE 


Statements showing the allocation of Municipal Assistance for 
the period from 1950-51 to 1956-57 are submitted and show in detail 


the extent to which this assistance has been provided by the Govern- 
ment for various purposes. 


For Education, direct financial assistance is estimated to total 


$33,340,000 for next year. This makes a total of $131,847,458 for 
the seven year period. 


‘ For Health purposes, an amount of $8,381,000 is provided for the 
1956-57 fiscal year and brings the seven year total to $32,397,646. 


Grants for district roads and bridges for the coming year will 


ue Ne to $10,570,000 a total of $53,821,965 for the seven year 
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Assistance included in the Estimates of the Attorney General’s 
Department, Public Welfare and Lands and Forests amount to 
$2,061,650 bringing the total for the period to $10,926,702. 


Included in the Treasury Department is provision for payments 
of $10,000,000 under the Municipal Assistance Act and $121,500 for 
grants in lieu of taxes. The total of these grants for the seven 
year period will be $46,348,224. 


The grand total of all direct Municipal Assistance for the 
coming year will amount to $64,474,150 and represents 48.9% of our 
total expenditures on income account. 


An amount of $7,304,300 is provided next year by way of 
Indirect Assistance for Medical and Hospital care for provincial 
pensioners, maternity cases, poliomyelitis sufferers and cancer 
patients. 


The total cost of providing direct and indirect assistance for 
the seven years, now amounts to $311,710,812. This substantial sum 
of money gives ample proof that this Government is not indifferent 
to the welfare of our municipalities. 


In addition to the direct and indirect assistance, a further sum 
of $25,000,000 is being provided under the Municipal Capital Expend- 
iture Loans Act for the coming year, and $12,000,000 under the School 
Buildings Assistance Act for the purchase of School debentures re- 
quired for construction purposes. 


Total loans which have been approved since 1951 now amount to 
$188,712,852. 


I have also prepared a statement showing the assistance to the 
cities of Edmonton and Calgary during the period from 1952-53 
foemiarcn 31, 1957: 


BUDGET SPEECH OF 


32 


2982 IL‘S8T¢ 000‘000‘LE ¢ 000‘000‘6E ¢ 009‘°6L2‘2F ¢ ZSZ‘SEPrOL ¢ sevsseeesecsonseevsaccconesssasestssseceseecsseocenecesccasessaccoseeseseenneassocessone: 

















oon SUB] Aq d0ueRysissy SIV. LOL 


€L9‘8TS‘6E -000‘000‘2T 000‘000‘6 009°6L2‘L €16‘8E2‘ II seeessbeeeeceenees: sheeeseerenreenes aeeasesseseseseseesneeseensenenesees Perini Whe errors aeneneees sernenaeonsesascessererees suBo'y uol}ONAYSUOH jooysg p 
000'002¢‘2T 000‘002‘2T ecesesevscensonconsaecessouectoonscssenssanesssoneere acesevasenvonssessucnoesen ones Wo,  eeieraoe en conse gvovevenseeresevssescen oe “ gueoy yedioruny 10439 *¢ 
000‘000‘SIT 000‘000‘¢z 000‘000‘0E 000‘000‘S8 000‘000‘&z eeseseeeonsoesansecssseseeeneseeres seeeesesessenreesensaresees Weg = WA” ypVv suvo'y dINnpIpusdxA peyideg yedrorunyy *7 
6L2‘°P66'TZ $ ee SS Bee SSS Sees SS Cater ape 6L2'766‘1z ¢ Aeseeeenneeenes heeneeeeeeseeneretenes Atenensrereenensene saves: a eeaeeeeeeens sereeeesssesseenes We seeseeecesenses eeeeeee: peeeecereres pV spoforg Sutyepmnbry JI2S = 
:SUBOT d}BY JS919JUT MOT Aq DdULYSISSY 
ZIS‘OTLT1S¢ OSP‘SLL‘TL $ 6¢6‘¢G6‘99 ¢ 6PL‘8P6‘ZS ¢ 8S2'820‘0ZTS aeeeenenes: Oeeresevesscesesccoreenseess aseeeeeesseees: seerereeeee ddUvYSISSY [eloueulgy qooi1Ipuy pue poli -IVLOL 
LI8‘898'9E g 008 ‘F08*L $ O0P988‘L ¢ S8Pogs'9 ¢ 629'2Z29'FI ¢ denen erescveenscesensess seeseeessecessereseeenenses: aesesseeseneeees Peeeewrrenennarssesccssssees dULSISSW jeroueuly qoaa1DUy -IVLOL 
P6L‘SS8'0Z 008‘FSI'F 00F'920'S 862‘8EL‘E 96L‘988'L 0} ‘AoUND ‘Ol[og ‘APULOZV SB YONS ‘seorArag srTeZ[OM Pue YIRE gng 10y3O °Z 
€20‘°S1S ‘St ¢ 000‘0ST‘E cy 000‘50T8‘Z $ O6L‘LIS‘Z ¢ GER*CEL‘O § Prererrrrtrrrttrttriietr itt irtrrrterrrrt ttre et rttirtti re rteer tir it etree titer ere e retire S19UuOIsuag Io} a1eVeg [eyidsoy pue [BoIpeyy aT 
TQDUBPSISSY [BIOUeUIY 499I1Ipuy 
G66‘TPS‘SLZ$ OST'PLYF9 g G¢c‘690‘'6S ¢ 199‘°268‘9P ¢ 629°SOFCOTS Hedececeneeneneneneees: Aten enee teense nenenenenee eee ee eee ddURISISSY [erueulLy qoo11g -IVLOL 
L68‘6S6‘Z 000‘00S 000‘00¢ LO6‘GLF OFP‘ESFT eeescessees A eeeeeeverecseeeess sescsessessesssessssrnenensesenessecasonngucss Oevensccssenseceseseaseoss sosBor] Buizeary pue UOIZBATY[ND jo spunjoy 
:Sjso10qg pue spueyq ‘1 
1 OA AG tag Ee 0S9‘LFFT O°P‘0S0'T 190‘980‘T POT PO9'E Aden eee eme Rana Een EOE NRE NARERAONEGHAEE AOE NGAEEEAESESSELS EAL AEASEEEOSREESI AGES EEESEESEDESESSNSEDERSSESEU SE EOEEOE EES Pe eee NARA eee ee renee een een tenee JPTloy quasipuy 
*OTBZT9M ITNT 9 
FE0°S8L 000‘02T 000‘08T 700611 0£0°9LF eesecercccersrenennaenseanenseessscesccossrecsensnsone eeeees qoVv tonbr'y ez.10q [Vv auL Jepun peyoa][090 soulq jo UOISSIWOy 
:qusUzZIVdeg S,[e1auexy AsuUI0}}y °¢ 
99T‘T6S ‘SP 000‘000‘0T C0Z‘SI0‘6 §L9‘PES‘8 882 POST Aeeeeenn enn eeeneeneeesneeseeaneencneesseeeeeeeseeesHeeeA HOSA ABSGOSAeeenaeeseeass ss DEN ONEONASEN DSC EOMEEESEE ESSENSE RESSOEAE EARS OESE ESS ESOGEESHONSS syueBIn souRysIssy yedrorunyy 
SSOSLSL 00S‘TZI 008‘9ST PES PZT P22 PLE Ant eae neeee ee nneeeeeeeeeeneneneneeeeesseeseHeSes EASE NN OSES SESE ERSDESSEHOEEEESES SERS EN ENOL EE SES SEEEASSORERSESEREN ERED SS HSERSEASE PEEL EASES RSREEES EERE HOES ES SEEEES SoxeL jo nei ul sqyueBiy 
: AINSBI1 YT, ov 
G96‘TZ8'ES 000'0L8 ‘OT 000°SLF‘OT COT LEP IT Z086EE1Z eeueecesceceecenvcoseoensosesescssesecesonecseunecsccoeeseees desesevcsvenacenerasessesessee seanjon.44s ayo pue saspig ‘spevoy IO} syuRIy 
*SABMYSIG “E 
88z‘6EE 000‘S9 000‘09 1'6‘89 IPE ‘OSt Cee neneeneneneeeneanennesensnessnenwoeeen: One eeneRN eens eeeennneeeeeeeesenteGeeeeeeAONAO AEs ee He SERTAESERERPAN EEE ESEEEEHOOEESHREEEEESHREGREEE ERIS EE RES REESAESER® SJUBIN BIIAIIS ya ee 
LEE‘SE6'S 000006 000‘00¢ 88S ‘°ChZ 6SL°266'S AAA See e Ren NEE SOON EE SERAEREE SOAR EREEEEEEEEOEOEGEEREREA NERS RSSESECOE OREN ERAS ES HEEEESEESEE RENN OEE ES ESM: eee eee sqUuBIn UOI}INAYSUOD [eyidsoy 
TLO‘OZ1‘8z 000‘9T PL 00PZP6‘'9 POLIELI‘F LT8‘°L8S‘6 dee veceesssessconcerenecscossesssooresn en epeneesescouerseseesenseenaaeeeeeeenneeseseoneroeenesansssseesegenssonseesoesnnensensegeeesnsesacoooooecessensecceeees syueary SUOI}EZI[E}IGSOFT 
*UyeeH FTGNgG °% 
6EL‘ESE FT ee 000006 £90°9P8 919°L89‘Z puny JUsUIyeYy S19eyoveay, OF SzuvaAg) 
626° TL8‘°ZZ 000‘000°9 000°00¢‘F 1£6'966'P Z66'PLE‘L apne bebaveGesetedvhipasas tan tsafecsiucenteay sjooyo9g 0} sjuBIrFy UOTJONASUOD 
O6L*TF9‘FOTS 000°0PE'LZ $ 000‘098‘FZ $ PE9S8s FT $ OSTIOG Feee: Si wep ane Pei cence Nt en eee te S[OOyog OF} S}JuBIN [BUOI}eIEdO 





Sivek uaaes peyeulnysa pezeunys” [enpy jenpy 
[?}0L LG - 9S6T 99 - SS6T Co earn PS6T ‘IE “ABW 0} 
TS6T ‘TE “ABW 

SIVaX ANOT IOF [eIO, 





suolyBonpyA *] 


92UBISISSY [BVIOUBUL 49911G 


LG6T ‘TE YOIRP 0} TS6T ‘TE Ye Surpuy Siva x [eosiy Usaeg ey} 104 
AONVILSISSV IVdIOINQW IVIONIAOYNd 


33 


HINMAN 


W. 


E. 


THE HON. 








089°T6L‘Se$ 006°262‘LS$ 000°00S‘0TS$ 000°000‘TTS$ 000‘SL2‘°FT$ 000‘00T*ST$ 089°9TO‘TE$ O0G COLSS eras: pew suvoyT Aq souvysissyY ?TV.LOL 














089*°T66'9 006'262‘6 000‘008‘2 000‘000°E 000°S12‘Z 000‘00T‘2Z 089‘9TZ‘S 006‘°Z61'P SsuvoT UOljoNIJUOY [OOYIS “FP 
000‘008‘F 000‘008‘S —___—_ —-————_ a we 000‘008‘F 000‘008‘S ae oe oe suvoT [ediiunyw 19430 ‘*§ 
000‘008‘EF$ 000‘008‘TFS$ 000°000°8 $ 000°000‘8 000‘000‘ZT 000‘000‘ET 000‘008‘Ez O00'00SNiz sore = (oe ae ee PY suvoy 
eInjIpuedxy [eyideg [edioiuny, °Z 
000°000‘T $ 000‘000‘T $ a ad Ae oe Sama aae i a 000‘000‘T $ 000°000°I? S$ "Ss PV spoolforg sulzepinbry FPS ‘T 
>SUBOT 938Y 4S2193UT MOT Aq dvIUBISISSY 
LIO‘T89‘°LZ$ IPS‘zre ‘org 92PIZ1‘8 $ L08‘S92‘TI¢ OLZ‘OTZ‘L ¢ 608‘TLS‘OT$ 128 ‘6re‘2r¢ SZPr‘sol‘6l$ neon 2 Oe eee er ee ees eeene: Poeeeereseses secrsoreeeeesesessrscescesscoseeceserssoes souvIsISsSy 


[eouBUIY Jorrpuy pus ~eIg :TVLOL 








89F‘889'F $ L61‘SE6'6 $ 8ec‘SII'T $ 0L0°L29'2 $ T€9‘8Z0'T $ PLE‘9GZS $ 609‘THS‘Z $ eSL‘ISl’s $ ““e0uRsISSY [BloUBUIY JoorIpuy ? TV.LOL 





sores GLB LED 726°S19' 299°802 £09'S9F'T 62‘0FS‘T pue‘gte‘e soenevoveesonsesseenstsevessesveeeecersseestenes Mes ay pee aya rs0uRD 
‘olog ‘Ayludezyey_. SB YONS seoIAIeG 


AIBPPM PUB YWeAH oqng 10430 °Z 


ZSL‘T6E‘T $ €60'PES's $ ess‘oLe § $ 9PL‘TI6 $ 6r0'0cE = TLL°L8L «6 $ Oss‘IOL $ 9LE‘SES*T $ SLOUOISUeg A0F 9IBD [VIIdsoH pure [vOIpe! “T 


TUBISISSY [VINULULY 4Ia1IpUy 











6FS‘S66'22$ PPE‘LOO'TES$ 861°800°L $ LEZ‘8EL‘S $ 689819 $ GEPSTs’s $ Z1L*L08‘6 $ @L9°ES6ET$ “""eoUBIsISSY [BIOUvULT JOG :TVLOL 

















TEPL8S T6L°E80'T 000‘°09T 000°SLZ 000°CTT 000°8TZ TeP‘sTs I6L'S68 > 7. eae te FHPY PUSSIpuy 
S21BzTPM JGNG “9 
LOS‘PIT $¥9°802 000°SZ 000‘0F 000°SZ 000'0F L9S‘h9 S79°8ZT py szonbry evyeqry eyL 
IapuN peze][0d SouTY JO UOISSTUIezyT 
sjusulzIedsg Ss jeisuexy AIu10}3y °c 
628°009°S oS9°61S'L 000°00F'T 000°0S2L‘T 000°89¢‘T 000‘0LS‘T 628°C86'S 299668 ornr—rnmnn—~sqUBID sDUBISISSY [BdIoruny 
LLZ‘Z6T y10'9F 000‘0F 0000 000‘0F 000‘TS LLO‘CIL PIO‘SPT a ee ae Sexe} JO Nell Ul szUBIy 
:AINSBIIT, “fF 
OS0‘OST'T €£0°ZZ0°T 000‘0S 000‘082 080‘08I'T SE0'ZLL oeensee: Wereesoncesccerenes sseveceseee: ee reeesscecenescoes: eeocccseeeees seinjoni4s Iaq40 
pue sesplig ‘speoy 1oy szueary 
*SABAMYUSIWG “§ 
oP8‘SET 092°69T 000°62 0009 000°62 00098 2h8'08 092'L6 =% SJUBIXNH VdIAIEG IRE 
$¥0°902'T 00¢°6L8‘T 000‘299 SZT°Sé2 00S*81z S82°ShT SPs*0ss 0P8°S66 yas oe SyuBIyy uorjonajsuoD [eprIdsoH 
PLE‘09S'E 0¥8°S60°9 S6T*LEO'T SITZS8‘T T69‘TE6 998°ES9'T S8PT6S‘T 298° 639.2, “Sa ae a hg oe SyuBIy UolzyezI[eyIdsoyy 
‘WISH FIN *Z 
£6F'068 089°L6F aS: Fee 000°S2T 000‘0ST &6FS92 O8S*LFE ce Ppuny JUSWMAITPEY S1eyoVe], OJ sjuvay 
TI9°8 46% 68TE9P'P 000‘000'T 000°008‘T 000°000‘T 000°00E‘T TI9‘8S#6 6sT‘e98T =————""BTOOYDS 0} SURI UOT}ONIsUOD 
0S0°SL0°L $ OFT‘2Z9°8 $ 000‘009°% $ 000'002'8 $ SPPLEFS $ PEs*06'S $ 209°S€0°S $ 908‘8Is° $=——rrnnn"sTOOYDS 0} S}UBIN [BUOT}EIEdQ 
:uorHBInpy “TT 
S9IUBISISSY [VIIUBUIY 2II1IG 
AlVZ[WQ «=—«- Mop OUP Alez[egQ = =—6 wo UO p | AlVZ[VQ woyuowupy ALeZ[@Q wo,uowpy 
SG/I§ “AB 9} 2/1 *ady 
SIVIA SALT OF [BIOL LG-9S6T poyeuUNsy 9S-SS6I poyewys” SIVIX WIGL OJ [BIOL 





jenpy 
LG/TE Yateul 0} EG/TE Yorey] Surpuy sarvax [POST VAT 9Y} 10 
AUVYVTV) GNV NOLNOWGG AO SHILLIO AHL OL AONV.LSISSV TIVIONVNIA 'TVIONIAOUd 





34 BUDGET SPEECH OF 


CONCLUSION 


To conclude, Mr. Speaker, I would call the attention of the 
Honourable Members of this House to the fact that the Govern- 
ment sees no reason for other than an optimistic outlook for 1956. 
This optimism is apparent in the anticipated increases in revenue 
particularly from our natural resources and in the resolve of the 
Government to eliminate taxes whenever possible as evidenced by 
the proposed repeal of the Unearned Increment Tax and the re- 
duction in farm license fees. 


There is, however, no indication of a lessening demand for new 
services at all levels of government, and certainly we have had to 
consider in the preparation of this budget, the ever increasing 
costs of providing services. 


Increased expenditures for education, health and welfare will _. 


assure Alberta’s continued position of leadership in these fields. 


As in the past, this budget has made provision for capital 
expenditures from current revenue, and has , at the same time, 
provided for some increase in our reserves. It will be clear to all 
Honourable Members that the Government still believes it is re- 
sponsible to see that the financial position of the Province shall 
improve steadily during these years of very great expansion and 
prosperity. 


That this policy is impossible for the municipalities is recognized 
in the provision in this budget for continued loans at low interest 
rates, and in the provision made for an Alberta Municipal Financing 
Corporation which you will be asked to approve during this session. 


You are aware of the undertaking of the Government to sponsor 
a co-operative study of the whole problem of Provincial-Municipal 
relations. It may be hoped that this will be the last budget which 


must be tied to the traditional but unacceptable division of respon- 
sibility and revenue sources. 


It is obviously impossible that the Fathers of Confederation 
could have had any concept of the developments which would place on 
the shoulders of local governments the burdens which are theirs 
today. Purposely the revenue sources left to Provincial and Munici- 
pal governments were limited to that class defined as direct taxation. 
At least one statesman of the time believed that to saddle the 


people with a form of local government which could become unduly 
costly would be a grave mistake. 


_,_ At the time some 16% of Canada’s people lived in chartered 
cities and towns. Public school education and the maintenance of 
streets and roads passable for horse traffic, constituted the most 
important duties of local authorities. Hundreds of people were 
ae lived out their span of life, and died, without the services of a 
eae I have not come upon a single reference in the reports of 
Th, ime, to the question of general public welfare at public expense. 

ere were a few poor houses and an occasional pauper’s funeral. 


In the last 


quarter of ac 
Grouphiiabonee entury, advances in every field have 


way of life in which the ordinary individual cannot 
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provide for himeself the amenities which are available to all in 
association, and paid for by all through the compulsory contributions 
which have become our taxes. 


The foresight, the demand, the implementation of various services 
have had their origin at the local level. The cities and towns and 
school divisions have, in majority, kept ahead of the levels of services 
which Provincial and Federal Governments have been willing to under- 
take for all Canadians. 


The result has been that one after another of our municipalities 
has been carried along by a multitude of pressures to the point where 
the property taxes and licenses which have been its chief revenue 
sources have become totally inadequate. In desperation, these local 
bodies have turned to Provincial Governments and these in turn to 
the Federal Government. The latter bodies, grudgingly recognizing 
at least the partial validity of the claims of local authorities, have 
instituted grant systems and participating schemes to the extent that 
Municipal Government have almost come to be mere spending agencies 
bound to operate by the regulations under which their funds have 
been provided, whether or not these regulations have met with their 
approval, or have fitted fairly the circumstances which have obtained. 


Under the fettering financial system which operates today, the 
best that can be hoped for is a redistribution of responsibilities and 
of the tax sources so that those obliged to provide a service will have 
access to a means of financing that service. 


It is the conviction of this Government that a great many services 
can best be administered at the municipal level; that an acceptable 
proportion of all sources of public revenue ought to be attached to 
these services; that decisions as to new services and the standards to 
be accepted in already established services ought to be in the hands 
of the citizens; that the citizens of a municipality will then have to 
accept the responsibility of assessing themselves when they occasion 
by their demands, costs in excess of their fair share of our total 
revenue. It is our conviction that this system will bring about a return 
to the basic democracy from which Canada has been straying. 


It is the conviction of this Government that what seems necessary 
in a redistribution of responsibility and revenue, as between Province 
and municipality, is equally desirable between the provinces and the 
the Federal Government. 


It is this conviction that has prompted the Government of Alberta 
to urge upon the Federal Government a revision of the Tax Rental 
Agreement which will recognize realistically the tax potential which 
is being rented. This Government has urged, too, that while fiscal need 
must be recognized in fiscal relations between the Federal Government 
and the provinces, fiscal need is not properly a factor which should 
enter into a rental agreement covering our taxation rights. It has 
further urged that surrender to the provinces of a higher portion 
of the tax revenue is preferable to conditional grants for hospitaliza- 
tion or any other purpose, since such conditional grants offer most 
help to those provinces which can already provide most for the 
purposes in question. 
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It is the conviction of this government that the Federal adminis- 
tration of Canada has had within its power since 1867, the means 
to provide funds for the desirable capital expenditures of the munici- 
palities as interest free loans. Canada’s senior Government has always 
had authority to provide as direct grants, funds for municipal capital 
expenditures whenever the economic conditions may have justified 
it, and there has never been any necessity to recover such grants 
by taxation, except as a means of controlling our rare periods of 
inflation. 


No one, I believe, has ever argued that we should not pay, through 
taxation, for every form of public service so long as each of us can 
have within our means the funds to pay the taxes. Certainly the 
proponents of democracy must agree that the best way to alleviate 
the pain of our tax burden is to maintain the basic incomes of our 
citizens. The means of so doing are within the authority of our Federal 
Government and have often been elaborated on the floor of this House. | 


The redistribution mentioned already is within the scope of the 
Government of this Province and you have been made aware of the 
Government’s intention in this matter. 


I sincerely hope that future budgets presented in this Legislature 
will reflect progressive reform in the relations between our various 
governments and that thereby a more abundant life will be the 
true heritage of every citizen of this great Province. 


Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that you do now leave the Chair and 
that this Assembly resolve itself into a Committee of Supply for the 
consideration of sums to be granted to Her Majesty. 
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PROVINCE OF ALBERTA — STATISTICS 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
1954 1955 
(preliminary) 
Production Value Production Value 

“Ogre (ORC eee errr 87,713,855 bbl. $227,877,548 113,035,046 bbl. $274,245,952 

Natural Gas Production (net) 107,173,777 M cu. ft. 8,191,575 133,049,782 M cu. ft. 9,506,250 

COB] asececsensevnnscnssrenecosnconneenanennnncennnecntee s 4,859,136 tons 26,349,275 4,456,578 tons 23,486,399 

Salt 31,568 tons 740,997 41,957 tons 957,370 

Cement 3,052,805 bbl. 7,761,082 2,920,962 bbl. 7,302,405 

IRB AYTNG ii oeessctcssscccsiossooneecasecscennscosssossonesoeoons 32,599 tons 493,303 36,226 tons 547,320 

Sand and Gravel rcs 7,313,380 tons 4,867,410 8,761,486 tons 6,448,712 

SEOTLS —eesssscconscsernsscnrsnseseensesnnnensnsneonnntennane 2:7,017 tons 135,315 44,200 tons 260,000 

Clay Products rvscssssssesssnsssseninsse —_anarnenneane x 2,316,982 2,617,203 

Gold and Silver ereccsvrcssssscessssseernse —_sanenssseennnee 6,659 6,715 
Lumber-Sawmill Production 

(Crown Lands) reves 365,908,000 ft. b.m. 14,636,000 430,000,000 ft b.m. 17,200,000 

Commercial Fishing ccs = 8,820,210 lb. 1,149,503 8,731,464 lbs. 1,143,499 

Fur (Wild Life) ccersecsssmsosssennee 1,270,049 pelts 1,190,886 1,766,876 pelts 2,136,851 

OTHER STATISTICS 
1954 1955 
(preliminary) 

Reetail Trade ceccvscsssussetsssnssmesenunnnemeniernmenemmmenenmnnnuninnnateumimenan att $932,475,000 1,019,132,000 

Wholesale Trade $601,972,413 656,990,832 

Manufacturing Industries—Value of Production $570,470,000 629,000,000 

Electric Power—Comsump tion  eerrcssssssssesnsssnnesesnnsessensesesannsennnsesnnnsee K.W. Hrs 1,500,875,000 1,629,206,000 

School Rooms in Operation (June 30) recsesssnsusnnsnnsensensennemennnene No. 6,946 7,368 

Motor Vehicles Licensed esesssssssussssssseneecesssensesnseensssansstmeusnenmsennssnnsnse No. 338,541 354,000 

Gravelled or Surfaced Roads and Highway5 eres " i 29,861 32,059 

Bank Clearim gs -eecsssscssscsnsssnsssseencesssssnesnssoussnnstsssesssumscnseiessnsintnneennsesuminmemnenangsnnentset $4,584,252,000 5,466,450,000 

Bark Debits cecccsssccsscccsscsssssossssescesssessesersesesnnsoossssnsessnseaneeureesaneomasssnsesssseensecenseccmasnaneennsnset ot $9,082,402,000 9,969,111,000 

Construction Contracts Awarded. -scsssssssssssssssssseseenarsssssnmnsonsseunssesssenassrssnemscssonnes $219,205,000 230,310,000 

Bail WAYS ecesesvncvncevenssssesnsonsevncesseseneesneaneensoeragonneenesanenasenseessosnognntnaeonaeeseeeneevesseranee Miles: 5,726 5,784 

Population (Jume 1) rcsessssosesnessssnsenseenssnssnsernseassennennsenessestnnsensennnngonnnntey No. 1,039,000 1,066,000 
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